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,Semor Infb Class of 2

“We, the Class of 2027 will show up through humlllty and consistency to encourage spiritual growth
in all grades and lead with vulnerability and integrity.”



Agenda

e Prayer
e Discuss Key Items for Senior Year

® Parchment Accounts for Transcript Sends






ONE OF TWO THINGS...



Post Graduation Options

Skilled Trades

Technical School/Career Training
Military

Other

College

o College and Career Search Tools:

No matter what you choose, you will need to be a lifelong learner!


https://auth.xello.world/Google/Student/71ca2828-38ba-4056-b321-e560a0fb18bd
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
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About Me Explore Options Goals & Plans

EXPLORE CAREERS

$0
Minimum Salary ’ $125,000 +

Education u High School 2-Year College or Technical Training u 4-Year College

More Filters 594 Careers Overall Match " —
Nz




Career Clusters

School Subjects

Architecture & Construction

Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources

Finance

Human Services

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security

Science, Technology, Engineering & Math

Art & Music

English

Arts, A/V Technology & Communications

Business Management & Administration

Government & Public Administration

Hospitality & Tourism

Manufacturing

Transportation, Distribution & Logistics

Business

Math

594 Careers

Show fewer clusters |

Education & Training

Health Science

Information Technology

Marketing

Energy

Computers

Languages




Individual Senior Visits

e Senior Visits start this month
o Schedule your own for preferred date

m During AC if possible
m | will schedule you if you haven’t scheduled your

own
m Individual meetings to discuss important items

for senior year as well as plans for the future.
Meetings are typically 45 minutes.



Reminders

e Lots of info on the -
plus schedule visit with VW

Explore Our Services

Scheduling Infor College Planning Scholarship Resources

I stryker I



https://www.gosquires.org/hs/academics/counseling-office/

Reminders (cont.)

e Watch announcements and your email for
important information. Information is also sent
to parents through the weekly announcements

and is typically on the counseling office website
as well.

e Xello
e | will share this slide show



Reminders (cont.)

comrggg FIND COLLEGES About ¥  Plan for college ¥  Apply to college ¥  Pay for college ¥ m

Start your application




TRANSCRIPTS

Transcripts will be sent using

Parchment is the prefered delivery system for
most colleges - a few use SendEdu

If you need a transcript to be sent another way,
see Mrs. Betten in the office or Mr. Vander Wal

e We will set up Parchment accounts today


http://www.parchment.com/

Career exploration during the senior year:


https://www.kentisd.org/educators/career-readiness/students/
https://www.kentisd.org/educators/career-readiness/students/plan-my-future/
https://store.ramseysolutions.com/business-and-career/assessments/get-clear-career-assessment-for-career-change/
https://www.gosquires.org/hs/counseling-office/career-planning/
https://www.gosquires.org/hs/counseling-office/career-planning/

College Entrance Testing

Retesting for a better test score is highly beneficial in SOME
cases

Colleges may or may not accept scores after October, but some
do. Check before retesting after October.

(Classic Learning Test - accepted by SOME colleges)
Be sure to mark that you want your scores to be sent to your
college choices and high school
Send scores to colleges through the testing sites:


http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
https://www.cltexam.com/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/sending-your-scores.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/sending-your-scores.html
https://apscore.collegeboard.org/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/sending-scores/how-to-send

Merit Scholarship Example

ACT SAT i
30-329 33339 36309

<22 orno score <1100 or noscore $3,500 $4.000 $4 500

20-14 1100-1190 $4,250 $4,750 $5,250
25-31 1200-1390 $5,000 $5,500 $6,000
32-36 1400-1600 $5,750 $6,250 $6,750




SAT/ACT Practice and Preparation
If you’re going to retest - PRACTICE FIRST!


https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/full-length-practice-tests
https://calvin.edu/offices-services/college-access-programs/programs/excel/

Career/College Reps

e Focus Period presentations

o College reps

o Military reps

o Career presentations (want to do one?)
e Lunch period table visits

e [ndividually if needed in some cases

o Ask representative if they are available
o Get pass from Mr. VW to go back to class

e Schedule on


https://www.gosquires.org/hs/counseling-office/college-planning/

College Applications

When?

e Understand Deadlines

e Senior Timeline
How?

° (recommended if available)
e (College Website (search “apply to ”)



https://professionals.collegeboard.org/guidance/applications/early
http://www.commonapp.org/

Teacher/Counselor Recommendations

e Allow time (at least a week)

e Talk to the individual in person before
sending request

e Be mindful that I (Mr. Vander Wal) will be
completing ALL requested Common App
counselor recommendations so allow time

e Follow up if needed (teachers forget things
too)



College Application Information

Helpful Hints

Ask your teachers politely if they will help you by completing a recommendation and provide them with the instructions or form

Give your references at least one full week to write



GPA and College Admission

Grade point average (GPA) is calculated by dividing the total amount of grade points earned
by the total amount of credit hours attempted. Your grade point average may range from 0.0
toa 4.0+

Strength of Schedule

A.P. (also Concurrent) courses are weighted on a 5.0 Scale

Recent Averages for Admitted Students:
GVSU- 3.58 MSU-  3.72 UofM- 3.9

CALVIN- 3.7 HOPE- 3.73



What it all means for scholarships and

college admittance.....

College Merit Additional
Freshman Profile Scholarships Considerations
Ca!vm | Sl Celllese e Strength of
University Schedule
Grand Valley o Essay
UofM e Recommendations
Hope e Service
Grand Valley e Leadership
MSU e Extracurriculars

Hope


https://calvin.edu/admissions/facts-standards/
https://calvin.edu/admissions/facts-standards/
https://ro.umich.edu/reports/enrollment
https://reports.ia.gvsu.edu/ftiac/ftiac2022.html
http://www.collegesimply.com/colleges/michigan/hope-college/admission/
https://calvin.edu/offices-services/financial-aid/types/scholarships/academic-scholarships/
https://www.gvsu.edu/financialaid/
https://hope.edu/admissions/scholarships.html
https://admissions.msu.edu/cost-aid/merit-based-aid/freshman/high-achieving.aspx

College Visit
Information

to ask
Typically scheduled through college websites


https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-college-solution/2010/10/19/36-questions-to-ask-on-a-college-visit

College Athletics

Planning to play sports in college?
e Student Responsibility to Register

o Should be done by now...if you have not, do so
ASAP

@)
O

m Do your research, ask questions


https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
http://www.playnaia.org/eligibility-center

Financial Aid

Scholarships

FAFSA (doesn’t open until December this year)
(generous financial aid for Medicaid

participants)

Senior Parent and Financial Aid (FAFSA)

meeting: September 22 @ 6:30pm in the

Learning Commons

Scholarships will be posted on the as

they come into our office. You will see last

year’s list until updated info is received


https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/programs/tuition-incentive-program
http://www.gosquires.org/hs/academics/counseling-office/scholarship-resources/

Financial aid may come from a variety of sources. After a student has been accepted to a particular college they will receive a “financial package” used to
determine the actual cost of attending that college. This can also be used to compare the actual costs of attending different colleges which is helpful in
decision-making.

Grants
° Grants are usually awarded rather than applied for
° This is money given to a student because they fit a certain criteria (for example: financial need, church denomination, etc.)
° Grants come from federal, state and local sources

e  This is money lent to the student which they begin to repay when their schooling ends

° Students generally have 10 years to repay student loans

° The government will pay the interest of subsidized loans while the student is in college
Scholarships from College

° Some are applied for, some are awarded

° Scholarship criteria may be based on GPA, Class Rank, ACT/SAT scores,

extra curricular involvement, volunteer service, application, essay, etc.

° Contact the college admissions representatives and financial aid officers for information
Scholarships from High School

° Calvin Christian awards a variety of donor-based scholarships to CCHS students every year

° The application form for these scholarships is available to senior students in February
Scholarships from Organizations

e  This category offers a large and diverse variety of scholarships

° Check for local organizations, places of employment and other personal connections to increase your chances of becoming a recipient

° Do internet research for available scholarships (include the CCHS website)
Work Study

° Some colleges offer an opportunity to be employed at the college

° May help cover living expenses
Websites for more information: www.fastweb.com , www.studentaid.ed.gov
www.careercruising.com = Login: Calvin, Password: Christian, Click “Schools”, then “Financial Aid”



http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov
http://www.careercruising.com

Summer between Junior and Senior year:
o  Find out if your colleges offer early-action or early-decision programs and decide if you want to participate in them.
o  Continue researching organizations that award scholarships to graduating seniors. You may need to apply for them the summer after
your junior year.
September
o  Meet with college admissions representatives visiting your school
If you would like to take the SAT/ACT, register for the test. Taking these tests 3 or more times is recommended to maximize your score.
If you plan to play sports in college and haven’t yet registered with the appropriate clearinghouse (NCAA/NAIA etc), do so now.
Make a calendar of key application and financial aid deadlines
Ask teachers, counselors and other adults who you know for letters of recommendation for scholarship and admissions applications.
o  Submit applications for highly selective colleges and universities or for selective programs. Do not wait until deadlines.
October
o  Take the SAT/ACT if necessary this month or in later months (watch deadlines for submitting scores)
0o  Work on admissions application essays
o Visit your top school choices. Talk face to face with current students and faculty members at those schools.
o  Continue to seek and apply for scholarships from a variety of sources
November
0  Finalize and submit any applications that have not been sent in
O  Obtain financial aid applications from your colleges of choice
December
O  Gather the data needed for the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
O  Register for a PIN (Personal Identification Number) at www.fafsa.gov

O
O
O
O


http://www.fafsa.gov

Fall
O  Submit your completed FAFSA as soon as possible www.fafsa.gov
February
o  Apply for CCHS administered scholarships
0  Make sure your FAFSA is submitted
March
0  Look for your Student Aid Report (SAR) in the mail. Pay particular attention to the Expected Family Contribution
(EFC) and discuss it with your parents.
o If you haven’t received an acceptance letter from the college(s) to which you applied, contact the admissions office.

o  Watch the mail for financial aid award letters. Compare the financial aid packages.
O Choose a school and send in a deposit by the deadline
0  Notify the schools you have chosen not to attend by phone or email

o Take AP examinations

Summer following senior year
O  Participate in summer orientation programs for incoming freshman


http://www.fafsa.gov

Focus Period as a Senior

e (College and career rep presentations
e College applications
e Scholarship applications

e (Career exploration through Xello or other
Virtual job shadows/videos (Roadtrip Nation)
Job outlook

Part-time job/internship search

Learn terminology/skills for a career of interest

O O O O


https://roadtripnation.com/




