JUNIOR INFO AND RESOURCES

This document is meant to share information, resources, and opportunities for 11th grade. Visit
the counseling office website for more detailed information on college and career planning,
testing, scholarships, financial aid, scheduling, and more. The class also received a resource
called the Junior Timeline from Mr. Vander Wal.

Students and parents/guardians can email or schedule a visit with Mr. Vander Wal for questions
or support needs. Each junior will also have an hour-long Junior Conference scheduled with Mr.
Vander Wal in November, December, or January. In this meeting, we will discuss general topics
for winding down high school and launching into new opportunities, as well as students’
particular situations and goals. Parents/guardians are invited for these meetings, but not
required to join. There will be evening hours available for families that have school day
conflicts. Students/families will have until mid to late October to schedule their own junior
conference time if they have a preference, and then Mr. Vander Wal will start scheduling the
remaining students (during Achievement Center in most cases).

Following are links, resources, information and suggestions for junior year arranged by category.

CAREER EXPLORATION
> Check out the Kent ISD Career Readiness Opportunities

e Recommendation to watch at least two recorded career presentations on YouTube this

year to further your awareness and knowledge about available careers.

> Use Xello to explore college career options that match your goals and gifts (students log in to
accounts through GCCS Bookmarks on their chromebooks).
> Check out Michigan’s Hot 50 Job Outlook for high demand jobs.
> Check out Roadtrip Nation for career information, tools, resources, and engaging
documentaries/videos.
> Line up job interviews/shadows for any careers the student is seriously considering (paper
forms in the office).

COLLEGE EXPLORATION

> College representatives visit CCHS for presentations during Focus Periods or availability at
tables during lunch - see announcements for weekly list or the CCHS website for a master list
and ask good gquestions when you visit with a rep!

> Potentially college-bound students are encouraged to start (or continue) visiting colleges this
year. You will typically set up college visits using college websites (search “visit

(school name)”). Be sure to complete a college visit form and turn it in to Mr.
Vander Wal or Mrs. Betten if you need to miss school for a college visit.

>College applications tend to open up in the summer after students’ junior year. It is
recommended to submit applications to selective colleges by October 1. Students should use
the Common App when possible to streamline the college application process (Mr. Vander Wal
uploads transcripts for Common App applications as well as mid-year and final-year reports -



http://www.gosquires.org/hs/academics/counseling-office/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LtcoqhSEZoMGAckEcjYbOVRkqookQkgUE2U3oFTq2z4/edit?usp=sharing
https://vanderwalvisit.as.me/
https://vanderwalvisit.as.me/
https://vanderwalvisit.as.me/
https://www.kentisd.org/educators/career-readiness/students/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKcM6dDsRvcyzNxPiNQoDvA
https://auth.xello.world/Google/Student/71ca2828-38ba-4056-b321-e560a0fb18bd
https://milmi.org/_docs/publications/Hot50_Statewide_2030.pdf
https://roadtripnation.com/
https://www.theforage.com/blog/basics/job-shadowing#:~:text=Job%20shadowing%20is%20an%20experiential,helping%20you%20build%20your%20network.
https://www.gosquires.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/19-jobshadow.pdf
https://www.gosquires.org/hs/counseling-office/college-planning/
https://www.road2college.com/insightful-questions-to-ask-an-admissions-officer/
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/tips-for-an-effective-college-visit
https://www.commonapp.org/

students not using the Common App will need to track these needs carefully on their own.)
> Students considering playing a sport at a NCAA Division | or Il school should go to
www.eligibilitycenter.org and get registered. MAKE SURE TO INFORM COUNSELOR.

SENIOR YEAR SCHEDULING

> Scheduling forms and full curriculum guide available here.

> Early release or late arrival privilege available senior year. Request using this form (paper
copies available in the office)

SERVICE HOURS
> 35 hours needed for graduation. Due in January of senior year. Log hours using this form.

TESTING

>All juniors will be signed up to take the SAT during a school day in March.

>|n addition to the school day SAT in March, college-bound students are encouraged to take
the ACT, and then to retest for either the SAT or ACT based on preference (especially if the
student is considering schools where a higher test score could affect admission and/or
scholarship money).

e SAT reqistration for optional Saturday test dates.

e ACT registration for optional Saturday test dates (CCHS is usually a testing site for a
couple of dates a year, but registration and payment is still done through the ACT
website.

>Preparation/Practice

e The class will be led through an SAT strategy session, practice test and scoring, and
multiple Focus Period preparation sessions for the reading, writing, and math portions of
the SAT. This school-provided preparation will begin about two months before our March
testing date. There will also be optional SAT prep offerings during Focus Periods leading
up to the test date.

e |n addition to school-led preparation, juniors are encouraged to use Khan Academy and
practice SATs available through the College Board website or the Blue Book testing app
on their Chromebook. ACT practice resources available here.



https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://www.gosquires.org/hs/counseling-office/scheduling/
https://www.gosquires.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Permission-for-Early-Release-or-Late-Arrival.pdf
https://www.gosquires.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/CCHS-Service-Hours-Verification-Form-21-22-1.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/free-act-test-prep.html

