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The latest GCCS news and announcements

We enjoyed our Christian Schools International (CSI) accreditation

° site visit from December 3-5. This is an important process in getting
In This Issue

objective review of what God is doing at GCCS. The site visit team
highlighted a number of key commendations in their final report, a

summary of which one can read below.

Note from Head of School » “Commitment to Faith and Values - Faculty and staff

consistently demonstrate a strong commitment to Christ,
fostering students' spiritual, social, and personal growth. Their
genuine care for students, seen through nurturing relationships,
is appreciated by both parents and students.”

C.S.l. Accreditation - Site Visit e “Strong Collaborative Culture - The school fosters collaboration
through Professional Learning Teams and instructional
coaching, enabling teachers and administrators to align
instruction and continually improve practices.”

GCCS Commun |ty Events » “Intentional Use of Data and Technology - Teachers use
technology and data to enhance learning. Through data-driven
decision-making, the school provides targeted support through
intervention times throughout the day to meet students’
academic and developmental needs.”

2026-2027 School Calendar e “Focus on Student Care and Well-Being - The school prioritizes
student care, creating a supportive environment where all
students feel valued. Teachers form meaningful relationships
that positively impact students' academic and faith
development.”

Nice Twice and Calvin's Car Lot e “School Leadership and Governance - The Head of School
maintains open communication with the Board, ensuring
alignment between leadership and governance. This clear
understanding of roles enables efficient decision-making and
supports the school’s goals.”

GCCS website

We are grateful to have such keen alignment between key
stakeholder groups--staff, parents, students, Board, community
supporters--in moving forward our mission at GCCS to equip
students to serve and glorify God.
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http://www.gosquires.org/

Development of the Next GCCS Strategic Plan

Follwing our Christian Schools International (CSI)
accreditation site visit, we were notified by the site visit team
that they will recommend continued accreditation for GCCS.
(This must be approved by CSI’s accreditation commission this
summer when they receive the final report.) We are blessed to
have this opportunity for objective review by another team of
Christian educators. Our site visit team included staff from
Holland Christian, The Potter’s House, South Christian, Grand
Rapids Christian, Zeeland Christian, and the Western Michigan
Christian Schools’ Collaborative, as well as Christian school

leaders from Indiana and Minnesota.

As I shared on the first page of this HOS Newsletter, the site
visit team shared multiple commendations with us about the
great things that they see God doing for our students through
our excellent GCCS staff each and every day. They commented
multiple times on how clearly they saw faith being shared and
woven through the daily lessons and interactions in our

hallways and classrooms.

Accreditation provides the opportunity for us to receive
external review of our commitment to our mission of equipping
students to serve and glorify God and of how we carry out that
mission in order to assure quality of program and continuous
improvement. We celebrate the commendations and strengths
of what God is doing at GCCS, and we have also identified areas
for improvement and growth that will inform the goal areas in
our strategic visioning and planning for what God has in store
for the future of GCCS.

The current GCCS strategic plan has served the school well

over the past five years (2021-2025). Now that we have
received the site visit team’s recommendations--combined
with our own self-study work over the past year--GCCS will

now work to draft our next strategic plan for 2026-2031.

The District Leadership Team (DLT), under the supervision
of the Board and along with teams of GCCS staff, will take
the site visit recommendations and self-study work and will
develop the strategies and tactics that will help us achieve
the goals in the strategic plan that is currently under
development. This work will occur from December 2025 -
April 2026. By the late spring of 2026, the GCCS Board of
Directors will adopt, Lord willing, a new Strategic Plan. The
new GCCS strategic plan would cover the next five school
years, beginning with 2026-2027.

Board Nominations for 2026-2031 New Board Term

The GCCS Board of Directors is beginning its annual process
of identifying possible nominees to serve on the Board. The
Board exists to provide strategic leadership and direction to
ensure a thriving future for GCCS, and they are seeking
individuals who feel called to serve in this meaningful way
for the 2026—2031 term. Nominations to be considered for
the upcoming term will be accepted through January 5,
2026, and can be made on the Board of Directors' webpage.

If you have any questions, you may contact Jamie Tanner,
Board President, at JTanner@gccsmi.org. Please continue
to be in prayer for the Board as it seeks to prayerfully and

faithfully carry out its role to provide leadership to GCCS.
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Highlights of 2026-2027 School Calendar

At its November meeting, the GCCS Board of Directors
approved the 2026-2027 school calendar. Here are a few of
the highlights of the calendar:

 The first day of school will be Monday, August 24,
2026. This will be a half-day for K - 8™ grades. CCHS
has orientation on this day, and high school classes
begin with a full day on August 25.

e Preschool classes will begin the week of Sept. 14.

o The Fall Break is October 15-16, 2026. These are days
off from school so that our teachers can attend the
Great Lakes Unity Conference in Grand Rapids, MI.

» The final day of classes prior to the holidays will be a
half-day on Friday, December 18. Christmas break will
be from December 19, 2026, to January 3, 2027.

» Students return to school on Monday, January 4.

» Spring Break will begin on April 2, 2027, and students
will return to school on April 12, 2027.

» The final day of school will be a half-day on Friday,
June 4, 2027.

o View the 2026-2027 school and events calendar for
GCCS.

Upcoming GCCS Community Events
Friday, January 16, 2026 - Legacy Coaches’ Night

Join former CCHS girls’ and boys’ basketball coaches and
former players in a night to honor the legacy of Squire
basketball. Former players and coaches will get in for free.
We look forward to fellowshipping together and sharing
memories of the past on the CCHS hardwood.

Friday, January 30, 2026 - Homecoming

We look forward to our annual Homecoming basketball
game on January 30. Come out and see former classmates

and renew relationships while cheering on the Squires!
Thursday, April 23, 2026 - GCCS Spring Reception

The Spring Reception will be held this year at the
Downtown Market in Grand Rapids. We look forward to
joining together to fellowship and to share a vision for the
future of Grandville Calvin Christian Schools. Watch for

more information on this event after the new year.

Save the Date for Other 2026 Events

» Friday, September 25, 2026 - Grandparents’ Day

Watch for more details on these and other events in
upcoming GCCS communications.
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Nice Twice Resale Shoppe

Nice Twice is one of our GCCS partner
organizations. Through the hard work of a
dedicated group of volunteers and your donations,
Nice Twice supports our community by providing
great deals and supports the schools by off-setting
tuition through its profits.

We can always use more volunteers to help at Nice
Twice. Here are a few areas of need:
1.help in electronics room.
2.“on call” forklift driver.
3.clothing sorters on Tuesdays and Fridays (1:00
p.m. - 3:00 p.m.)
4.cleaning - kitchen and bathrooms.

Stop in or give them a call if you have some time to
give in your schedule. They are also looking for
furniture donations, as long as it is in good
condition, if you have items you are moving out.

Nice Twice is located at 2852 28th St SW,
Grandville, MI 49418. Call them at 616-249-2020
or stop in during their open hours from 11:00 a.m.
-7:00 p.m. on MON / WEDS and 11:00 a.m. -
3:00p.m.onT /TH / FR / SAT.
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Calvin's Car Lot

Calvin's Car Lot is another of our GCCS partner
organizations.

While the Car Lot is always looking for more
inventory, they also need you to BUY vehicles.
Check the inventory out on their website:
https://www.calvinscarlot.com/.

If you have a vehicle (car, truck, van, boat) to
donate, we would love to talk to you about it. We
are willing to take a look at any vehicles you may
have. We are also looking for mechanics, if you
have some time to give.

Calvin's Car Lot would like to thank the GCCS
community for its continued support!

The Car Lot is located at 2499 28th St SW,
Wyoming, MI 49519. Call us at 616-427-3128 or
stop in during open hours from

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday.
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