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“Discipleship” for Christians is all about what it means to be a

follower of Christ--to be in His steps and living a life modeled

after how He lived and what Christ taught us in His life and His

Word. Faithful discipleship ought to be the goal of each of us.

However, we must all acknowledge we don’t always faithfully

follow. One of the most impactful reflections in a book on faith

that I have ever read came from the 2010 book entitled ‘Almost

Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the

American Church.’ In the early pages of the book, author Kenda

Dean notes that “[s]ince the religious and spiritual choices of

American teenagers echo, with astonishing clarity, the religious

and spiritual choices of the adults who love them, lackadaisical

faith is not young people’s issue, but ours” (4). Why would we

expect anything different from our children than what they see

modeled by us?

We need to strive after a life of discipleship and Christ-

following ourselves, just as we desire this for our children. And

I write this as someone firmly aware of and convicted by all of

the ways that I fall short in my own life. We need to be honest

about our failures and also hold one another and our children

accountable for how we seek to grow in faith and faithfulness

throughout our lives from childhood to adulthood.

Our school theme this year is “In His Steps.” It comes from our

theme verse found in Proverbs 16: 9 - “In their hearts humans

plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps” (NIV). 

It is our hope and prayer that this theme will give us the

opportunity to focus on how we and our children seek to

exemplify our Savior’s example as faithful disciples and Christ

followers.  
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“From One Generation to the Next” Upcoming GCCS Community Events

Tuesday, November 4 - All School Chapel

Two times each year, we gather for chapel with all of our

JK - 12  grade students to worship together and build

community. Our next opportunity to do this will be on

Tuesday, November 4, at 10:40 AM at the high school in

the gym. Parents are welcome to join us for this time of

worship and praise.  

th

Friday, November 7 - GCCS Auction

The annual GCCS Auction will be held again at Railside

Golf Club on Friday evening, November 7. The theme of

the Auction is “Lighting the Way” as we help students to

shine one bid at a time. All dollars raised will support the

annual Squire Fund and the next phase of construction at

the middle / high school campus.

Click here to purchase your tickets to the Auction and to

check out the items that you can bid on. We look forward

to this night to have fun, build community, and raise funds

to support our GCCS mission of equipping students to

serve and glorify God with their lives.              

Thanks to your generous support, we are happy to

announce the completion of Phase I of the CCHS

renovation project! Not only was it fully-funded and debt-

free, but we also were able to conclude the “From One

Generation to the Next” campaign. We are grateful to God

for His faithfulness demonstrated through the generous

support of our Grandville Calvin Christian community. 

Since 2021, GCCS has been involved in raising funds for

this campaign in order to continue the Kingdom work that

God has called us to at Grandville Calvin Christian in order

to impact both current and future students. The campaign

has funded three major components of the school’s future

over the past four school years: (1) fully funding four years

of the annual Squire Fund; (2) completing program and

building enhancements at the elementary campus (HVAC)

and in industrial arts at the high school (both completed in

the summer of 2023); and (3) the major renovation of

Phase I now completed at Calvin Christian High School. 

While the capital improvements are easy to see, it cannot

be lost on our community how important it was to fully

fund the past four years of the Squire Fund as well. The

Squire Fund is our annual fund, and it is important in the

operating budget every year; the Squire Fund closes the

gap between what we raise through tuition for revenue and

what it costs to full fund all operations of the school--a

number in excess of $ 1 million each year.

More than 700 donors came together to give nearly $18

million to the “From One Generation to the Next”

campaign since 2021.  Thanks be to God!
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Save the Date for 2026 Events

Friday, January 30, 2026 - Homecoming 

Thursday, April 23, 2026 - GCCS Spring Reception

Watch for more details on these and other events in
upcoming GCCS communications.

https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-0013c00001tAbiTAAS/events/vevt:78c76a74-165f-467d-a621-65ecdd5d0615/home/story
https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-0013c00001tAbiTAAS/events/vevt:78c76a74-165f-467d-a621-65ecdd5d0615/home/story
https://www.gosquires.org/support-us/campaign/


The Christian Educators' Association (CEA) Convention is

October 23-24, 2025. These are days off from school so that

our teachers can attend the CEA Convention in South Bend,

Indiana. 

The final day of classes prior to the holidays will be a half-

day on December 19. Christmas break will be from

December 20, 2025, to January 4, 2026.

 Students return to school on Monday, January 5.

Spring Break will begin on April 3, 2026, and students will

return to school on April 13, 2026. 

The final day of school will be a half-day on Friday, June 5,

2026. 

View the 2025-2026 school and events calendar for GCCS. 
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Highlights of 2025-2026 School Calendar C.S.I. Accreditation Site Visit - December 3 - 5, 2025

Grandville Calvin Christian Schools is accredited by Christian

Schools International (CSI).  Accreditation provides the

opportunity for us to receive external review of our commitment

to our mission and how we carry it out in order to assure quality

of program and continuous improvement through feedback from

the CSI site visit team.  GCCS uses the “Measuring the Mission”

accreditation protocols from Christian Schools International for

this process.

GCCS is currently in the midst of our Christian Schools

International re-accreditation.  This has involved a self-study

that we have been working on since last winter and will

culminate in a site visit from December 3 - 5, 2025.  The site visit

team is made up of 8-9 teachers and administrators from other

Christian schools from around the state and country who will

come to GCCS to validate our self-study and to give us feedback.

This process typically happens every 5 years, but we have

shortened our accreditation cycle (last done in 2022) this time in

order to line things up to help us with the development of our

next strategic plan.  Following the site team visit and receiving

their recommendations (combined with our own self-study

work), GCCS will draft our next strategic plan and goals over the

winter. 

By spring of 2026, the GCCS Board of Directors will adopt, Lord

willing, the new Strategic Plan to cover 2026 - 2031. The new

GCCS strategic plan would cover the following five school years,

beginning with 2026-2027.
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The New GoSquires.org Website!

If you haven’t visited lately, please check out the newly-
updated www.gosquires.org. Keeping our web-presence
fresh and updated is important as it is a key way for both
new and current families to learn about GCCS.

It takes a lot of work in the background to give the website
a new and fresh look. I want to thank Kyle Warnke, our
Director of Marketing and Communications, and Steve
Colthorp, one of our GCCS parents and the owner of
3Cstudio, for all of the hard work they did making these
updates. We appreciate their effort and expertise!

https://www.gosquires.org/event-calendar/
https://www.gosquires.org/
https://www.gosquires.org/
https://www.gosquires.org/support-us/campaign/
https://www.gosquires.org/
https://3cstudio.com/


Nice Twice is one of our GCCS partner
organizations. Through the hard work of a
dedicated group of volunteers and your donations,
Nice Twice supports our community by providing
great deals and supports the schools by off-setting
tuition through its profits.  

We can always use more volunteers to help at Nice
Twice.  Here are a few areas of need:

1.help in electronics room.
2.“on call” forklift driver.
3.clothing sorters on Tuesdays and Fridays (1:00

p.m. - 3:00 p.m.)
4.cleaning - kitchen and bathrooms.

Stop in or give them a call if you have some time to
give in your schedule.  They are also looking for
furniture donations, as long as it is in good
condition, if you have items you are moving out.

Nice Twice is located at 2852 28th St SW,
Grandville, MI 49418. Call them at 616-249-2020
or stop in during their open hours from 11:00 a.m.
- 7:00 p.m. on MON / WEDS and 11:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. on T / TH / FR / SAT. 
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Calvin's Car Lot is another of our GCCS partner
organizations. 

While the Car Lot is always looking for more
inventory, they also need you to BUY vehicles.
Check the inventory out on their website:
https://www.calvinscarlot.com/.
  
If you have a vehicle (car, truck, van, boat) to
donate, we would love to talk to you about it.  We
are willing to take a look at any vehicles you may
have.  We are also looking for mechanics, if you
have some time to give.

Calvin's Car Lot would like to thank the GCCS
community for its continued support! 

The Car Lot is located at 2499 28th St SW,
Wyoming, MI 49519. Call us at 616-427-3128 or
stop in during open hours from 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Nice Twice Resale Shoppe
 Calvin's Car Lot

https://www.calvinscarlot.com/

