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Note from Head of School

“From One Generation to the Next”

  

I had the opportunity at the end of February to attend the

“Converge” conference, a convergence of Christian school

leaders from around the world that happens every three years.

Over 700 Christian school leaders attended the conference from

25 countries. It was an encouraging and enriching time to

worship with and learn alongside fellow believers from India,

the Dominican Republic, Canada, Australia, and across our

country. I renewed old friendships and made new friends; it

was a blessing!

Many things struck me at this conference, but one of the most

impactful things that I left with was encouragement in our

shared mission in Christian schools around the globe to build

God’s Kingdom wherever He places us.  Each of our Christian

schools are in a unique community and context, but we are

united in how God uses His Holy Spirit to animate and lead the

work to provide Christ-centered schools rooted in His Word.

Talking to some school leaders in war-torn or vastly under-

resourced contexts, I was reminded of the power of not only

praying for one another but also of encouraging fellow sisters

and brothers in Christ. I left the conference renewed in my

calling to serve in Christian education and grateful for what

God continues to do in and through teachers and staff to help

students to know, love, and serve Him faithfully with their lives.

We know that the work isn’t always easy. But it is important

and it is vital to raising up the next generations of Christ

followers. Thanks for standing with us and partnering in

fulfilling our mission at GCCS to equip our students to serve

and glorify God. 
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“From One Generation to the Next” Updates Q: What still needs to be raised by June 30, 2025?

A: In order to keep the project debt-free by its completion

at the end of summer, we need to raise another $865,000

between now and June 30, 2025.

Q:  If this is the end of Phase I, what is included in
Phase II of the campaign?  And when will Phase II
begin?

A: Phase II will include the Calvin Commons, a New

Kitchen, Culinary Arts Classroom, and re-paving the CCHS

Parking Lot.  The initiation of Phase II is giving-driven and

will not begin until Phase I is fully paid for and dollars for

Phase II are raised.  We are currently in the process of

getting revised estimates for Phase II with our construction

partners.

Q: How can I help? 

A: Right now, GCCS is still in need of $865,000 to ensure

that Phase I of the project is completed debt-free. Please

prayerfully consider how you might help.  Gifts of all sizes

are important and appreciated.

If you have questions about the campaign or would like to

learn about giving options and how you can make an

impact, please contact Jill Boomstra, Development

Director, at 616-257-4215. 

You can also make an online gift on our website.                        

As we near the conclusion of Phase I of  the “From One

Generation to the Next” campaign, I wanted to provide an

update on progress and to continue to thank our broader

GCCS community for your faithful support of Grandville

Calvin Christian.

Since 2021, GCCS has been involved in raising funds for

the campaign in order to continue its faithful work of

Christian education for current and future students. The

campaign has funded three major components of the

school’s future over the past four school years: the annual

Squire Fund, program and building enhancements at the

elementary campus (HVAC) and in industrial arts (both

completed in the summer of 2023), and the major

renovation being completed this summer at Calvin

Christian High School. 
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Earlier this year, the GCCS Board of Directors approved the

2025-2026 school calendar. This has previously been shared via

e-mail, but I wanted to provide a few key highlights for our

families so that you have dates for family planning for next year:

School will begin with a half-day for K - 8th grades on

Monday, August 25, 2025.

The high school will have its orientation day on August 25

and classes will begin on August 26 at CCHS. (Preschool

classes begin after Labor Day.)

The Christian Educators' Association (CEA) Convention is

October 23-24, 2025. These are days off from school so that

our teachers can attend the CEA Convention in South Bend,

Indiana. 

The final day of classes prior to the holidays will be a half-

day on December 19. Christmas break will be from

December 20, 2025, to January 4, 2026.

 Students return to school on Monday, January 5.

Spring Break will begin on April 3, 2026, and students will

return to school on April 13, 2026. 

The final day of school will be a half-day on Friday, June 5,

2026. 

Click on this link to view the 2025-2026 school calendar for

GCCS.
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Highlights of 2025-2026 School Calendar GCCS Annual Meeting - March 24, 2025

The GCCS Annual Meeting will be held on Monday evening,

March 24, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the Choir Room at the High

School Campus.  (You can enter at either Door B or Door C.)

The agenda and ballot were sent out via email on March 5.  We

look forward to this opportunity to hear updates on what God is

doing at GCCS and to vote on new Board members and the

2025-2026 budget.

GCCS Summer Camps and Childcare

The GCCS camp offerings this summer include drama camps,

sports camps, and art camps. Take a look over the options at

https://www.gosquires.org/camps/.  You may contact Ben

deWaal Malefyt, our summer camp director, with questions at

BDewaalmalefyt@gccsmi.org. 

GCCS will also again be offering summer childcare on the

elementary school campus (GCS). Please contact Alicia Kragt,

GCCS Childcare Director, at AKragt@gccsmi.org with any

questions about summer childcare planning.
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Nice Twice is one of our GCCS partner
organizations. Through the hard work of a
dedicated group of volunteers and your donations,
Nice Twice supports our community by providing
great deals and supports the schools by off-setting
tuition through its profits.  

We can always use more volunteers to help at Nice
Twice.  Here are a few areas of need:

help in electronics room.1.
“on call” forklift driver.2.
clothing sorters on Tuesdays and Fridays (1:00
p.m. - 3:00 p.m.)

3.

cleaning - kitchen and bathrooms.4.

Stop in or give them a call if you have some time to
give in your schedule.

Nice Twice is located at 2852 28th St SW,
Grandville, MI 49418. Call them at 616-249-2020
or stop in during their open hours from 11:00 a.m.
- 7:00 p.m. on MON / WEDS and 11:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. on T / TH / FR / SAT. 
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Calvin's Car Lot is another of our GCCS partner
organizations. 

While the Car Lot is always looking for more
inventory, they also need you to BUY vehicles this
month.  They currently have five vehicles out front
for sale.  Check the inventory out on their website:
https://www.calvinscarlot.com/.
  
If you have a vehicle (car, truck, van, boat) to
donate, we would love to talk to you about it.  We
are willing to take a look at any vehicles you may
have.  We are also looking for mechanics, if you
have some time to give.

Calvin's Car Lot would like to thank the GCCS
community for its continued support! 

The Car Lot is located at 2499 28th St SW,
Wyoming, MI 49519. Call us at 616-427-3128 or
stop in during open hours from 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Nice Twice Resale Shoppe  Calvin's Car Lot

https://www.calvinscarlot.com/

