
In Mark 4: 10-20, Jesus tells a parable about a sower and how the word is sown in various types of ground. 

 In verse 17, Jesus says that for some, "since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or

persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away."  This parable strikes me on a couple of levels

as it relates to the important work we do in our Christian schools as we partner with parents in the lives of

their children.

First, we understand the importance of deep roots to help us through the challenges of life.  As verse 17 above

reminds us, if there is no root or if the roots aren't deep enough, then when trouble comes, "they quickly fall

away."  These deep roots provide a solid foundation in the storms of life and are only cultivated when the

ground is made ready for the word to be received.  This comes through careful and intentional preparation.

Second, we recognize that seed sown into fertile soil not only takes root but it multiplies.  "Others, like seed

sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred

times what was sown" (Mark 4: 20).  As we think about our GCCS mission of equipping students to serve and

glorify God with their lives, we recognize that as God's Word takes hold and our students develop their God-

given gifts, our children go out equipped to build God's Kingdom in the various places that He leads them to--

in Grandville or Wyoming or Grand Rapids and throughout the state of Michigan and beyond.

By allowing us at Grandville Calvin Christian the opportunity to partner with your family and your church in

the faith growth and education of your precious children, you are helping to make sure their ground is fertile

to receive God's Word and to allow the roots to go deep.  

In this Christmas season as we celebrate the coming of the Word made flesh who made His dwelling among

us (John 1:14), we pray that our hearts and the hearts of our children

and grandchildren are prepared to welcome our Savior.  May this

season be one of reflection and celebration of the many blessings

of God given to us through Jesus Christ.  Merry Christmas!
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"From One Generation to the Next"
Help Us Meet the $550,000 Matching Gift Challenge 

 

As we continued on with year-end giving, we have been blessed

to have received $350,000 already toward the $550,000

matching gift challenge that we were blessed with last month. 

 Every dollar that you give between now and December 31 will be

doubled and will continue to help us close the gap of remaining

$5 million needed to complete the goals of the campaign.

The “From One Generation to the Next” campaign for the future

of GCCS consists of three main areas: (1) four years of the Squire

Fund to increase accessibility to a Christian education, 

(2) significant renovations to the Calvin Christian High School

campus, and (3) program enhancements to continue our

commitment to excellence in all areas of school.

We ask all of our GCCS supporters to prayerfully consider a one-

time gift or a multi-year pledge in order to support GCCS and to

help us raise the final $5 million to finish the "From One

Generation to the Next" campaign.  As funds are confirmed, it is

our hope to break ground sometime in 2023.  Please help us

make this a reality through your gifts and support.

"One generation commends your works to another;
    they tell of your mighty acts." 

                        

"From One Generation to the Next" is a four-year campaign

that is made up of three components: 

$8,500,000 - Campus Renovations

$3,625,000 - Squire Fund for four years

                        (2021-2022 to 2024-2025 school years)

$875,000 - Program Enhancements (e.g., student 

                      support, robotics, drama, music, athletics, etc.)

If you would like to learn more about how you can be part of

ensuring a thriving Christian school community for the next

generations of GCCS families, please contact Joan Staal,

Development Director, at 616-257-4215.  Click here for more

information about the campaign.
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"From One Generation

to the Next"

 Psalm 145: 4

 

Veterans' Day Assembly
Honoring All Who Served

 
This year on Veterans' Day, GCCS hosted an assembly in the

middle school gym for all of our 6th - 12th grade students and

staff.  Larry Reynhout, Jerry Sikkema, and Leon Alderman all

joined us in person (see the picture below).  One of Leon's sons,

Nate Alderman, who currently serves in the Navy joined us via a

recorded Zoom interview with Mr. Weeda.  Nate and his wife,

Kendall, are both CCHS alumni.

Leon and Nate shared about their past and current experiences

and about what Veterans' Day means to them.  Jerry had made

the plaques which were given to Leon and Larry.  It was a great

way to honor our 

veterans and for 

our students to 

learn about their 

past and current 

experiences.  We

are grateful for 

our Veterans and

for their lives of 

service.

                       

https://www.gosquires.org/support-us/campaign/
https://www.gosquires.org/support-us/campaign/


GCCS Summer Camps and Childcare

Though we are just at the beginning of winter right now,

we know it is not too early to begin planning for summer

and the opportunities we have in Michigan and at

Grandville Calvin Christian to develop children's gifts and

talents and to have fun with friends at summer camps! 

The camp offerings this summer include drama camps,

sports camps, and art camps.  Take a look over the options

at https://www.gccssportscamps.com. (Current options

are online with more to possibly be added in January.) You

can contact Ben deWaal Malefyt, our summer camp

director, with questions at BDewaalmalefyt@gccsmi.org. 

GCCS will also again be offering summer childcare on the

elementary school campus (GCS). Alicia Kragt, GCCS

Childcare Director, will be sending information in

February for how to sign up for summer childcare. 

Please contact Alicia at AKragt@gccsmi.org with any

questions about summer childcare planning. (Your child

will need to be registered as space will be limited.)

GCCS Mission Statement: 

"Equipping Students to Serve and Glorify God"
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Kids Against Hunger

The CCHS student body is once again

packing meals for Kids Against Hunger in

January.  Their goal is to pack 100,000 meals

that will help kids with food insecurity needs

both locally and in Haiti.  In order to do this,

they need to raise $35,000.  They need your

help!

We got a great jump start the night of the

basketball games with Unity Christian, whose

fans and ours together raised over $11,000

toward the goal.  You can give online by

clicking on this link.  Thanks for your

support!

As part of our on-going Board development work, the

Board and I are reading together through the book

Guiding Schools To Flourish.  It is written by two

former Christian school administrators and gives

guidance and wisdom to the strategic work of the

Board in promoting the mission of GCCS.

The Board also continues to discuss updates on giving

to the "From One Generation to the Next" campaign

and the proposed campus renovations at the high

school campus.  The drawings and project

specifications for the CCHS renovations will go out for

bid in January.  I anticipate recommending a project

management firm to the Board before Spring Break. 

 Final decisions on timelines and when the project will

begin will be confirmed through our work with the

project management firm and as fundraising goals are

met.  I will continue to keep the GCCS community

apprised of developments as the campaign continues.

Resources:   2021-2025 GCCS Strategic Plan

Highlights of December 5 Board Meeting

Typically, I have a template linked in my HOS Newsletter

to my monthly report to the GCCS Board of Directors.  I

gave the Board a narrative report this month that included

the following: 

                              GCCS Board of Directors' webpage

                              GCCS Head of School webpage

 

 

 

 

                        

https://checkout.square.site/buy/QLSICJVXNERJSURL2PXW5RVC?fbclid=IwAR2Jhl1N-AW7UQDPzoDv52jzumFuE4jOU9IvKOsvqcjVSX3phb9C24p_AxI
https://www.gosquires.org/strategic-plan/
https://www.gosquires.org/board-of-directors/
https://www.gosquires.org/about-gccs/head-of-school/


Monday from 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday - Saturday from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

          Nice Twice 
       Resale Shoppe
Nice Twice is one of our GCCS partner organizations.
Through the hard work of a dedicated group of
volunteers and your donations, Nice Twice supports
our community by providing great deals and supports
the schools by off-setting tuition through its profits.
Earlier this spring, Nice Twice contributed $250,000
to GCCS!

Stop in to shop, to drop off your donations, to support
GCCS, and to thank our amazing volunteers who
share so much of their time on behalf of our Christian
schools.  We appreciate each of them!

The store is always looking for more volunteers to
come and enjoy the comradery of the staff and the
enjoyment of serving the broader community.

Nice Twice is located at 2852 28th St SW, Grandville,
MI 49418. Call them at 616-249-2020 or stop in
during their open hours:
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     Calvin's Car Lot
Calvin's Car Lot is another of our GCCS partner
organizations. 

Calvin's Car Lot would like to thank the GCCS
community for its continued support. Earlier this
spring, the Car Lot was able to make a $185,000
contribution to our Christian schools! What a
blessing! We are grateful to God for the success of this
organization and for the faithful volunteers who take
care of running the Car Lot.

The Car Lot is always looking for more inventory!  If
you have a vehicle (car, truck, van, boat) to donate, we
would love to talk to you about it.  Also, if you own a
business and have fleet vehicles that may be retired
from your fleet, we would be interested in those for
our inventory as well.

If you like to work on cars and trucks and have some
time to volunteer at the Car Lot, we could use your
help and expertise.  

The Car Lot is located at 2499 28th St SW, Wyoming,
MI 49519. Call us at 616-427-3128 or stop in during
open hours from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday -
Friday.


