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LEAVING A LEGACY
This edition of the Compass is focused on leaving a 
legacy. We often think about a “legacy” as some way 
to leave a lasting impact–as a way to impress or impart 
something to the next generation. Our Christian 
schools provide a unique opportunity to share faith in 
Christ as an eternal impact on the next generation.

In Isaiah 59:21, we read, “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” says 
the Lord. “My Spirit, who is on you, will not depart from you, and my 
words that I have put in your mouth will always be on your lips, on the 
lips of your children and on the lips of their descendants—from this time 
on and forever,” says the Lord. We want to share the gift of a Christian 
education with our children and their children so that the words of God 
will always be on their lips and 
their hearts.

Thanks for being a part of carrying 
on this legacy from one generation 
to the next at GCCS!

NOTE FROM Head of School

MR. ERIC BURGESS

Eric Burgess
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Dear GCCS Community,

We want to share our excitement and enthusiasm for 
the “From One Generation to the Next” campaign with 
you! If you are receiving this edition of the Compass, 
your family has a connection to GCCS. Maybe you are an 
alum of Calvin Christian High School. Maybe one of your children is an alum. Maybe your grandchild is a preschool 
student at Grandville Christian School.

Whatever your connection to GCCS, we believe that we are all a part of the family of God and are connected 
through the important relationships that God has blessed us with in this community of faith and learning. From one 
generation to the next, families are being grounded in faith and your children and grandchildren are being prepared 
for Kingdom service. 

The “From One Generation to the Next” campaign is the first major campaign at Grandville Calvin Christian in the 
past 15 years, and we believe that it is vitally important for the future of our Christian schools! The campaign consists 
of three main areas: (1) Squire Fund giving to increase accessibility to a Christian education, (2) significant renovations 
to the Calvin Christian High School campus and an opportunity to provide air conditioning at the elementary campus 
and (3) program enhancements to continue our commitment to excellence in all areas of school.

This campaign represents not only the future of GCCS but a connection to the past. In this edition of the Compass, 
you will read stories about leaving a legacy. These are stories of grandparents, parents, coaches, directors, and students 
both past and present. Each story displays God’s faithfulness and how we seek to partner together in faith at GCCS to 
equip students to serve and glorify God.

As you read these stories and think about the role that Grandville Calvin Christian has played in your life and the life 
of your family, we ask you to prayerfully consider a commitment to the campaign. How might God be calling you to 
support this campaign? Every gift–no matter its size–is an investment in the future of students and staff at GCCS. 

Please join all of us in prayer for GCCS as our Christian schools continue to live out our mission to equip students to 
serve and glorify God with their lives for generations to come. 

The GCCS Campaign Advisory Team

Matt and Amy Bertotti Kristin and Matt Borgman
Rob ‘94 and Tami ‘94 Groothuis Doug ‘74 and Joyce ‘76 Jurgens  
John ‘83 and Cheri ‘83 Kuiper Bruce ‘90 and Jayme Morren
Jerry and Mary ‘68 Nichols Tom and Karen Postmus
Chip ‘93 and Janet ‘94 Staal Joel and Meegan VanWoerkom
Renz and Jenith Verbeek Dave and Betty Zondervan

“One generation commends your 
works to another; they tell of your  
mighty acts.” Psalm 145: 4
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FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT

Parents. Grandparents. Caregivers. 
There may be no other verse that 
exemplifies better the hope we have 
for our children than the words 
written by the Apostle John. 

Our current campaign at Grandville 
Calvin Christian is called “From 
One Generation to the Next.” These 
words are more than a slogan within 
our community. It’s an ideal that 
we see played out daily throughout 
our families, whether that family 
has students currently enrolled at 

the school or a family that was here 
generations ago.  Sharing the gift of a 
Christian education with our children 
is the opportunity to leave a legacy for 
our children to follow. 

The Veldhouse family is a family who 
embodies the importance of passing 
down a Christian education from 
one generation to the next.  In the 
first years of Calvin Chrisitan High 
School, two young students met for 
the first time in the halls of our school 
and have been living out the words 

from Third John ever since. 

In 1965, our high school was in its 
infancy. There were only a handful of 
students and only a few classes, yet 
God was clearly at work in the lives of 
Randy and Linda Veldhouse. It was 
their sophomore year when Randy 
first saw Linda. Linda recalls the story 
that Randy tells about when he first 
put his eyes on her.

“We were in the library and Randy 
was talking to another friend. And 
when Randy saw me, he told his 

Walking in Truth
“I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children 
are walking in truth.” 3 John 1:4
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FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT

friend he knew he wanted to go out 
with me and wanted to marry me,” 
Linda said. 

Randy’s version is only slightly 
different. 

“I told my buddy I would marry that 
girl, and he said, ‘She’s way out of 
your league!’” Randy recalls with a 
laugh. 

It wasn’t long after that they started 
dating. And, as the saying goes, the 
rest is now history. The two married 
in 1970, have three children and 
multiple grandchildren, and now the 
Veldhouses are seeing the words of 
Third John come to life before their 
eyes. Their three children, Scott, 
Todd, and Chad, are all alumni of 
Calvin Christian, and three of their 
grandchildren, Brayden, Mason and 
Bria, are currently enrolled within our 
elementary and middle school. 

Todd explained their decision to 
enroll at Calvin was an easy one to 
make. 

“It was so important to us to have 
Biblical and Christian concepts 

brought into every course. It’s in every 
subject,” he said. “Also, I have friends 
from 40 years ago that I’m still friends 
with today. And I was steered in the 
right direction by staff and friends 
there, so I hope my kids are able to 
find that, too.” 

“It’s awesome to see our grandchildren 
at Calvin. We just had Grandparents’ 
Day and it brings tears to our eyes 
to see the children and how sincere 
they are and love being in a Christian 
school. Even at their age, they are 
really committed and speak so highly 
of the education they are getting. It 
makes you so proud. You sit there and 
it makes you cry when they’re singing 
and quoting scripture. It just tugs at 
your heart,” Randy explained. 

It’s more than just an education to 
the Veldhouses. It’s something that 
transcends anything any one person 
can work to establish. Sure, there 
is the financial sacrifice of sending 
a child to a Christian school when 
there are plenty of great options 
within our west Michigan public 
schools. But there is also the reality 

that accepts God’s promises that He 
is at work in the lives of our children 
and grandchildren, and that work 
is carried out in part through the 
teachers and staff within the walls of 
our school. It takes faith that God is 
enabling our teachers to speak truth 
and wisdom into young minds to help 
guide and direct them. And through 
that work, we can have full assurance 
that our children are indeed walking 
in the truth. 

“It was a big expense to go to a 
Christian school, and I’m so thankful 
my parents chose Christian education 
for me,” Linda says. “We knew after 
our Christian education at Calvin 
there was no question of the type 
of education we wanted for our 
children.” 

“I’m so thankful for the sacrifices my 
parents made to provide me with a 
Christian education,” Todd says. “It 
was really impactful to me. You make 
it a priority for your own family and 
you trust and God provides.” 

It takes faith that God is enabling our teachers to speak truth and 
wisdom into young minds to help guide and direct them. 
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GROUNDED IN FAITH

When the unimaginable becomes 
reality and pain drops you to the floor, 
when the tears fall so hard that it 
wretches your body, and when it feels 
as if your heart is torn out of your 
chest, it seems incomprehensible that 
God is still here. 

The saying goes that it takes a village 
to raise a child. It also takes a village 
to walk with you after the death of a 
child. 

May 15 of 2002 is a day that is forever 
seared into the hearts of Steve and 
Connie Stegeman. It’s the day their 
son, Nick, a 13-year-old, tender-
hearted student at Calvin Christian 
Middle School, was hit and killed by a 
car while he was walking to school. 

In an instant, the Stegeman’s world 
went silent. 

Connie got the call from a family 
friend when Nick didn’t make it to 

his friend’s house like he usually does 
on his walk to school. A moment 
later, Connie and her friend realized 
there had been an accident not far 
from their houses on Ivanrest Avenue.  
Connie only recalls 
throwing the phone and 
running out of the house, 
hoping a parent’s worst 
nightmare wasn’t about 
to become her reality.  

“It felt like I was floating 
above myself and I’m 
just watching everything 
unfold below me,” 
Connie explains about 
what she saw that day. 
“I could only see his shirt and I knew 
it was him. I rode in the ambulance 
with him. It didn’t take long in the 
hospital to realize that it wasn’t going 
to be a good outcome.”

Nick passed away later that day in 
the hospital. Only 13 years with his 
parents and only a few years with his 
two younger sisters and he was gone 
forever. 

“Losing a child is not 
something you can just get 
over,” Steve explains. 

But there was Jesus. 

In the hardest moment of 
their lives, the Stegemans 
were surrounded by school 
and church family. The 
hospital waiting room was 
packed with people praying 
for the Stegemans. The 

doctor on staff just so happened to 
be a Calvin Christian graduate, who 
Connie and Steve recall was especially 
gracious with them and showered 
them with peace and comfort. 

The Stegeman family

IMAGINE
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GROUNDED IN FAITH

And Jesus said, I am with you. 

Two weeks before Nick died, he 
revealed to his mom that he knew 
who his Lord and Savior was. It was 
the type of conversation that makes 
a parent’s heart swell. Nick asked 
Connie how he would know that he 
would go to heaven when he dies. In 
that moment, Connie was given the 
opportunity to speak the Truth into 
her young son’s life and assure him 
that Jesus had indeed rescued him by 
giving him the gift of salvation. 

“I see that as a gift. I know where Nick 
stood in his faith,” Connie says. 

But even with knowing that, the 
grief, the depression, the anger, and 
the hurt were still there. It was within 
those moments that the Calvin 
Christian community wrapped their 
arms around the entire Stegeman 
family. Connie suffered deeply with 
depression for years and was a stay-at-
home mom with two little children to 
care for while Steve worked. Connie 
recalls times when other moms came 
over to the house to help her with the 
kids when everything was too much. 
Despite so much of those days in life 
being a blur, Steve and Connie both 
remember there was a tremendous 
amount of guidance and support for 
their two daughters from church and 
school. People showed up to walk with 
the Stegemans as they grieved. 

How can I carry on? 

It was hard to make sense of what 
happened for the Stegemans. But 
despite that, there were more than just 
glimpses after Nick’s death of seeing 
God at work. Nick was a boy who 
lived out his faith. Those who knew 
him knew he followed Christ. He 
pondered the work of Jesus Christ, 
often sitting and contemplating what 
he was learning, but then going and 
living it out. Some time after Nick 
passed away, one of his best friends 

gave his life to Christ because of what 
he saw in Nick’s life. Steve said Nick’s 
friend told the Stegemans that he 
wanted what Nick had and to have a 
faith like Nick’s. It was Nick’s death 
that showed his friend how to truly 
live for Christ. 

“It was costly for us, but it was saving 
for others,” Connie says. 

It’s now been 20 years since Nick 
passed away. The pain is still very real 
for the Stegemans, but it isn’t quite as 
raw as it once was. The scars are still 
on their hearts, and there are moments 
where they still get overwhelmed, but 
they know there is the hope of seeing 
Nick again. It’s because of that hope 
through the work of Jesus Christ that 
they are able to be where they are 
today.  

“If we didn’t have faith,” Steve says, 
“you’d be angry and bitter. Because we 
have faith, we know it’s not over for 
us. We know we’ll see Nick again.”

Faith is what allowed Steve and 
Connie to forgive the high school 
boy who hit Nick. They both met the 
young man and opened their arms 
to him. Years later, Steve and Connie 
learned that boy had become a youth 
pastor and is imprinting Christ into 
the hearts of young children.  

I Can Only Imagine. 

There was a Christian song that was 
just becoming popular around the 
same time Nick passed away called 

“I Can Only Imagine.” Someone 
used that song within a slideshow of 
photos of Nick at his funeral, and to 
this day, it’s tough for the Stegemans 
to hear those lyrics. The words of 
the song beautifully articulate the 
wonder of what it will be like to one 
day see Jesus face to face. How will we 
respond when we are surrounded by 
His glory? Will we dance for Jesus, or 
will we fall on our knees? Will we sing 
“Hallelujah” or will we fall silent? 

Connie imagines something a bit 
differently, perhaps as only a mother 
can imagine after experiencing the 
hurt and pain of losing her child. 

“I think I’ll run past Jesus and hug my 
son first. I can’t wait to hug that boy 
again,” she says with tears streaming 
down her face. 

It seemed to take Steve all the strength 
he could find to speak a single word 
when he imagined seeing and hugging 
Nick again. 

“Joyous,” he said with tears in his eyes.   

In memory of the 13 years God 
blessed Steve and Connie with Nick, a 
scholarship was set up to help families 
receive a Christian education at Calvin 
Christian Middle School. It is the 
Stegeman’s desire that all children 
and families who desire a Chrisitian 
education receive one, as they attest 
it is through the work of Christian 
teachers and friends that Nick had 
the assurance of eternal life with Jesus 
Christ. 
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CONNECTED THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS

Christian education runs deep in our 
family. I was the third generation 
in my family to attend West Side 
Christian School. It’s all my family 
had ever known. My wife, Robin, 
went to Fremont Christian, and both 
of her parents were Chrisitan school 
teachers. 

Robin and I have four children: 
Jack (2022 CCHS graduate), Avery 
(11th), Kacie (6th) and Charlie (4th). 

When our oldest son, Jack, was born, 
he became the fourth generation to 
enroll at West Side Christian. We 
love West Side Christian and all of 
the great people who are part of that 
Christian school community!

Three years after Jack started 
school, Robin had noticed an 
Advance Newspaper ad for Spanish 
Immersion at Grandville Christian. 
It was intriguing to her and was of 

no consideration for me. However, 
my wife won the argument and we 
decided to give it a try. I figured it 
would last a year. We were drawn by 
the possibility of our daughter being 
bi-lingual. I had not really considered 
this might lead to a K-12 decision, 
but the program was excellent, the 
teachers were excellent and, once we 
started, we couldn’t find a reason to 
leave. 

At Calvin, You Can
Guestwriter, Matt Hollebeek
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CONNECTED THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS

“
“

Four years after Avery, Kacie was 
ready for school and we decided 
Spanish Immersion was something  
we wanted for her as well.

We adopted our youngest son, 
Charlie, from Hong Kong in 2014. 
Charlie has Down syndrome and 
has hearing and visual limitations. 
Initially, we had Charlie enrolled 
in an Early Childhood Special 
Education preschool for kids with 
hearing impairments. So at that time, 
we had our four kids in three different 
school systems. Charlie struggled with 
this preschool, but the experts said it 
was the best place for him long-term 
due to his hearing loss. We finally 
disagreed and felt like Charlie being 
with his sister, who is only 18 months 
older, was more important. Also, just 
like every one of our other kids, what 
we wanted the most for him was and 
is to learn about God’s love. 

At that time, Jack was in 8th grade 
at West Side, and I was still battling 
hard to keep the Hollebeek boys 
there. But it just didn’t make sense 
as Jack would really never have any 
interaction with Charlie at school. 
So we enrolled Charlie at Grandville 
Christian, too, and it has turned out 
to be the perfect environment for him 
to flourish. He has two incredible 
special education teachers, Ruth 
Doorn and Ruth Groot, who have 
walked with him since day one and 
is part of a community that has fully 
embraced him!

The school has gone above and 
beyond what we could have ever 
asked for, even providing him with 
a one-on-one aide his first year. 
Someone once told us during the 
adoption process that you will no 
longer have names; you will just 
be identified as Charlie’s Mom and 
Dad. Which is absolutely true! He’s 
probably the Hollebeek with the most 
name recognition.

A year later, Jack had a decision to 
make about where he would attend 
high school. We looked at all of them. 
Some bigger, some newer, and lots 
of family friends who are going to 
other schools. But Jack’s decision was 
his own for where he wanted to go 
to high school, and he explains why 
he chose to go to Calvin in his own 
words:

“What drew me to Calvin was 
the sense of community. I knew I 
wanted to play three sports, and I 
could see how much the coaches 
cared about everyone. There was 
also this sense of looking out for 
one another that I experienced. 
I did a shadow day and got lost 
during the day and a random girl 
saw me lost and she showed me 
where to go. She looked out for 
me. I knew that was something 
different that I wouldn’t experience 
at a bigger school. I knew that was 
a positive thing about us being a 
small school. 

I had some friends already there 
and they reached out to me all 
the time and encouraged me to 
come here. So I felt wanted. I don’t 
know if I would have gone here if 
it wasn’t for my friends showing 
me that they cared about me and 
really wanted me to go to school 
at Calvin.” - Jack Hollebeek

So how did our family become so 
loyal to a school we never thought our 
kids would attend?

We love that it’s a small 
enough school that all of 
the kids know each other. 
They’ve found friends, we 
get to know their friends, 
and we get to know their 
friends’ families. The teachers 

know our names and know who 
we are and what we like to do. We 
even spend time with staff outside of 
school settings! 

We love that our children can excel. 
Last year, Jack and Avery’s choir 
had a perfect score in their state-
wide competition. Our children 
participate in music as well as sports, 
and Calvin makes that a very normal 
thing. That is exceptional and is to 
be commended! During high school, 
Jack won a district title in all three 
of his sports! Our children are being 
molded into multi-talented, well-
rounded young adults.

GCCS has so much to offer our 
children. We have multiple District, 
Regional, and State titles to our name. 
Our music department is receiving 
excellent scores in their competitions, 
competing against the biggest schools 
in the state. We have a Robotics 
program that made it to the State 
Championship in its first year last 
year. Think about that? Not only do 
we offer all the same things the big 
schools do, but we have a student 
body size that actually allows your 
child the opportunity to participate in 
so many things!

“At Calvin, You Can.” And it is 100% 
true. Participation is encouraged, 
maybe even expected. And that is why 
we celebrate Calvin and are thankful 
to God that it has been such a special 
place for our children and family.

ATCalvin
YOU

SMALL SCHOOL BIG OPPORTUNITIES
CAN!
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PREPARED FOR SERVICE

Over the course of the past year, we realized something remarkable had happened right in front of us here at Calvin 
Christian High School. Through the retirement of four head coaches and the difficulty of saying goodbye to those men 
and the impact they had on student-athletes, it was noted that there was nearly a century of experience, leadership, and 
dedication we were blessed to have within our athletic department. We want to recognize and thank them for their service.

A Coach’s Legacy - 93 Years

Laurens TenKate 
dedicated 16 years 
coaching Track and 
Field and Cross 
Country. Throughout 
his remarkable career 
here, Laurens impacted 
the lives of hundreds 
of athletes at Calvin 
Christian and beyond! 
He generously gave of 
his time because he truly 
felt called to coaching. 

His joy in the success of his athletes was evident to all 
and his commitment to excellence and knowledge and 
expertise of the sport of running built a strong Cross 
Country and Track program at Calvin Christian. A few 
highlights of his coaching career include: 

• Recognized twice as the “State Cross Country Coach 
of the Year” and was the “National Cross Country 
Coach of the Year” in 2011

• Coached more than 100 All-State Athletes in both 
Cross Country and Track

• 10 Consecutive Boys’ OK Silver Titles in Cross 
Country

• 9 Consecutive Girls’ Regional Titles in Cross 
Country

• 10 consecutive years of the Girls’ Cross Country 
teams being  top 10 in the state

• 2 Boys’ State Champion Cross Country teams

• Multiple Boys’ and Girls’ State Runner Up teams in 
Cross Country

• Coached individual State Champions in the 3200m 
(track), 4x800m relay (track), and Cross Country

Larry Klein spent 32 years 
teaching in the classroom 
at Calvin Christian High 
School, as well as 32 years 
coaching multiple teams 
here. Coach Klein began 
his coaching career with 
the Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
team, and then spent 25 

years coaching Girls’ Tennis. His legacy includes multiple 
Conference and Regional Championships, as well as teams 
placing in the top five in the state while coaching tennis. 
It’s clear that Larry loved to coach as he also coached JV 
and Varsity Baseball and JV Softball throughout his career 
at Calvin Christian High School.

We said goodbye to Coach 
Ryan Stevens after he 
spent 24 years as the Boys’ 
Varsity Basketball Coach 
and one year as the Girls’ 
JV Basketball Coach. 
Coach Stevens racked up an 
impressive career leading his 
teams to 11 District Championshis, four Regional titles, 
six Conference titles, and a state runner-up finish in 2016. 
His overall record is an impressive 355 wins and 184 losses. 
But it wasn’t just what was done on the court that proved 
Coach Stevens knew how to lead his players. Before each 
game, one of the players would share a devotion. One 
game, a player brought a guitar and the team sang How 
Great Thou Art for their devotional time. The first year this 
happened, the team won their first district championship, 
and since then, it become a tradition before every game. 
The players dads even joined in on the tradition this past 
year and sang with the team before each game. 

If you played for any of these coaches during your time at Calvin, we want to welcome you back to a night to 
reconnect and honor them at the basketball games on February 3, 2023.  More details to come, but we want 
you to be able to save the date to celebrate the legacy that they left at Calvin Christian High School. Go Squires!
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PREPARED FOR SERVICE

When current CCMS 
7th grader Jaida Jenkins 
learned more about the 
people and country of 
Ukraine through hearing 
about her father’s work, 
she really wanted to learn 
more for herself.  Her 
father, Loyd, works in 
the video and storytelling 
industry.  Jaida enjoys 
traveling with her father to many of the locations around the world 
that he has had the opportunity to visit and work in.   

As their family thought about ways to get involved in supporting 
the people of Ukraine, Loyd’s wife, Kristin, reminded him that, 
instead of going directly into a warzone, they could fight the cause 
with the skills God gave him with storytelling and communication 
strategies and that they could be giving God the glory in the stories 
that were shared. 

Through a connection with a Ukrainian, Alex, who was living 
in the United States and a mutual friend, Pastor John Frye, Jaida 
and her dad were able to begin work on telling the story of the 
Ukrainian people via video.

Alex connected them with some pastors in the Ukraine on a Zoom 
video meeting so that they could capture their stories and learn 
what specifically to pray for.  Jaida was very interested in being part 
of this project, too, and she was able to interview some teens in 
the Ukraine to see what life was like for them there and to help her 
father complete the work.

Helping her father tell the stories of the people of Ukraine is 
just the beginning of what Jaida hopes to be able to do to help.  
Preparing students for Kingdom service means partnering with 
families to address both local and global concerns.  Involving their 
children in humanitarian work and travels was a way for the Jenkins 
family to share their faith and to give their children a greater 
worldview and a love of helping people in need. 

Sharing the Stories  
of Ukraine

It’s sad to see what’s happening over there and I want 
to learn more about it. I would love to travel there and 
see it for myself and how I can help.

““

A good coach can change 
a game. A great coach 
can change a life. 
John Wooden, UCLA Mens’ 
Basketball Coach, 1948-1975

“

“

The Girls’ and 
Boys’ Varsity Soccer 
Teams enjoyed an 
exceptional run 
over the past 21 
years under the 
direction of Coach 
Tim TerHaar. Coach TerHaar guided the 
girls program to four consecutive Division 
4 State Titles from 2012-2015. In addition, 
the Squires won 18 conference, eight district, 
and five regional championships under his 
leadership. TerHaar ended his career as one of 
the most successful girls soccer coaches in the 
state of Michigan with an impressive overall 
record of 512-177-50.

And while his stats are certainly impressive, 
it was more than wins and losses and state 
championships that drove Coach TerHaar. 

“There was a commitment to excellence in 
the program from athletes and parents. I 
just so appreciated getting to know soccer 
families and that bond that grew amojng the 
community. It was a great blessing,” he said. 

But as those four years in a row of state titles? 
It’s hard not to look back with fondness about 
accomplishing something that put the Calvin 
girls in a league of their own. 

“Four consecutive state championships 
was such a great time in our program. 
The players were great players, but great 
people as well. Those memories and end 
of year celebrations of a state title was 
just a special time. That’s not a common 
thing that not many get to experience.”
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COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE

It’s often assumed that being smaller 
produces only negative results. Talk 
to anyone at Calvin Christian, and 
they’ll kindly remind you otherwise. 
Then they’ll back it up and show you. 

Last year, Calvin Christian High 
School’s music department had one 
of its most successful years ever in 
state competitions.  We are grateful 
for the gifts and talents that God 
has given many of our students in 
music, and we recognize that God 
gave them those gifts and created 
healthy competition to help us strive 
to develop those gifts.

To start last year, our Chorale 
group got the ball rolling in choral 
competition with a score of 119 out 
of 120, which was the top score. 
After that, they continued at their 

State Choir Festival, where they 
landed a perfect score of 90 out of 
90 competing against the best choirs 
from across the entire state. And did 
we mention those schools represent 
both public and private and cross-
over divisions. This means our CCHS 
choir stood up and went toe-to-toe 
with schools with two, three, or even 
four times as many students as us!  

Our Symphonic Band and Orchestra 
then continued this success with 
straight A performances and division 
1 ratings at their festivals later in the 
2021-2022 school year. These are the 
highest ratings a group can achieve!  
Calvin Christian High School also 
had seven students participate in 
the Grand Rapids Youth Symphony 
and Classical Orchestra: Lola Bryce, 

Savoie Bryce, Calvin Aupperlee, 
Joy Adema, Jonathah Bouwman, 
Charles Tavera, and Eliana Gonzalez. 
Let’s look at it this way; in addition 
to their regular school work, these 
students also participate in musical 
extracurricular activities both at 
Calvin and earned the right to play on 
behalf of the city of Grand Rapids. 

Two seniors last year, Joy Adema 
and Jack Lanning, and one junior, 
Calvin Auperlee, decided they wanted 
to go for more. The three of them 
individually tried their voices to enter 
into the All-State Choir competition. 
Can you guess what happened? Joy 
sang her way to the top, marking her 
third year in a row singing among the 
best high school singers in the state. 
Jack decided on a whim only a week 

Making a Joyful Noise
Chorale story
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COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE

before tryouts to try to make it to 
All-State. “It was strange that I would 
audition for something. So I just gave 
it a shot. It was really cool that Calvin 
Christian gave me the tools to excel 
at something I had never really done 
before,” Jack recalls. 

Calvin decided his junior year to 
give All-State a shot. He made his 
way through the regional, then state, 
and into the All-State competition 
alongside Joy and Jack. Calvin cites 
the incredible staff at Calvin Christian 
High School for helping him get to 
the top. 

“They’re super personable, 
super focused, and very good as 
understanding you as a full student. 
It’s that personal connection, that 
dedication. They put in extra hours 

in for us to be able to have these 
opportunities,” he says. 

It was an amazing year for our music 
department last year as so many 
students excelled and honored their 
Creator by performing at such a 

high level of musicianship. This year, 
already seven students have tried out 
for the Regional competition, and all 
seven of them have qualified. We can’t 
wait for what’s still to come!

We are grateful for the gifts and talents that God has given many of our students 
in music, and we recognize that God gave them those gifts and created healthy 

competition to help us strive to develop those gifts.
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CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS

From One Generation 
to the Next

CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS
› $7.7 in cash and pledges already raised 

toward $13 million goal.

› Squire Fund: Increasing accessibility 
for all who desire a Christian education.

› Campus renovations to the high school 
to improve and modernize our facilities.

› Program enhancements to continue 
our commitment to excellence in all 
areas.
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CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS / WAYS TO GIVE

BRICK CAMPAIGN
Want to leave a lasting impression on the high school 
expansion? We’ll be offering you the opportunity to order 
bricks with customized messages that will be built into the 
new construction. Details on how you can participate will 
be coming soon!  LEARN MORE

To support the “From One 
Generation to the Next” 
campaign, scan the QR code 
to give online today.

MAKE A CASH GIFT:
› Send your check in the enclosed envelope.
› Go to Gosquires.org/support-us/campaign/

DONATE: 
› Securities
› Retirement Funds
› Name GCCS in your estate plan
› Gifts-in-kind
› End-of-Year Giving for 2022

CONTRIBUTE

We’re excited to share that there is a 
Matching Gift of $550,000! 
Every dollar you give between now and 
December 31st will be doubled! Our vision is to 
begin construction in the Summer of 2023. Your 
gift today will help us reach that goal.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
The GCCS Foundation exists to provide long-term 
financial support to Grandville Calvin Christian School 
by raising funds and managing investments. These types 
of giving options are used to help lower the overall 
costs of tuition for all families. Would you consider 
including GCCS in your estate plans? Please contact our 
Development Director, Joan Staal, at jstaal@gccsmi.org or 
at 616-257-4215.
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Follow us on social media to stay updated with the latest at Grandville Calvin Christian Schools.

SAVE THE DATES
Auction Fundraiser  •  February 25 
We are happy to announce our auction will once again be held in-person! We will also be offering 
items to bid on online. We look forward to seeing you once again inside the halls of Calvin Christian 
High School for a night of food, fellowship, and entertainment! 

Spring Reception  •  April 27
Please mark your calendar to join us once again at the beautiful Frederik Meijer Gardens. We’ll join 
together to celebrate the wonderful things happening at GCCS and share campaign related updates.  

GCCS Foundation Golf Classic  •  May 20 
Start recruiting your foursome and join us at Thornapple Pointe for the Annual Golf Classic! 

@Grandville Calvin Christian School

@gccs_official


