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SPECIAL 25 -YEAR

thank you
TO JOAN STAAL
We want to say a very special thank you to Joan Staal,
our Development Director, on celebrating her 25-year
anniversary at GCCS at the start of this school year. Joan is
a proud alum of CCHS and has been part of this community
for nearly her entire life as a student, parent, and staff
member. We appreciate Joan’s servant-heart and the deep
relationships that she has formed within our community
through her kindness and passion for Christian education.

Letter from Head of School

T

he days surrounding Thanksgiving have always been my favorite time of the year. It is
a time filled with family gatherings and football games and people enjoying spending
time together. Growing up in a Christian home and family, it was always–and continues
to be–a time to acknowledge that all of the blessings we have and enjoy are not because
of anything we have done but are a gift from God to be used for those around us.

MR. ERIC BURGESS

God created us to live in community, and that is why I love times of fellowship and
celebration. In this edition of the Compass, we want to share with you stories of God’s
faithfulness and how our core values resonate throughout our community of faith and
learning–for our students and their families and for our graduates.
Grounded in Faith: Central to providing a Christ-centered education is grounding
students in faith and in their understanding of who they are as image-bearers of their
Creator and Savior. When students have lives rooted in faith and in God’s Word, they
have a solid foundation on which to build their lives.
Connected through Relationships: Our lives and communities are enriched by the
relationships that God has blessed us with. In our Christian schools, we are connected
as students, staff, parents, grandparents, alumni, and friends. These relationships form
the bonds that endure through joys and hardships and that help to shape and mold us,
through friends and role models, into who God has created us to be.
Committed to Excellence: God invites us to develop and use our gifts for Him. At
GCCS, we focus on excellence in all areas of school life: in the classroom, on the stage,
in the field of play, and in our relationships with one another.
Prepared for Service: The gifts that God has given to us are being developed to use
in community and in service to building His Kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.”
Our students develop their gifts and talents to bless others and to impact people and
communities for Him.
These core values are central to who we are as a Christ-centered community. As one of
my favorite hymns so eloquently reminds us, “Morning by morning, new mercies I see
/ All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided.” God has blessed us in so many ways, and
we need to reflect back all gratitude, praise, and glory to Him for these blessings. As you
read through the pages of this Compass, we pray that you not only learn about the great
things happening in our schools and community but also reflect on how God continues
to use GCCS to equip students to serve and glorify Him and to live in faithful Christian
community both now and into the future.
Your partner in Kingdom service,

Eric Burgess
Eric Burgess
Head of School
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GROUNDED IN FAITH

Serving. Together.

I

did a double-take when our school
theme for this year at Grandville
Calvin Christian Schools was first
presented. At first glance, I missed
the periods and thought “Serving
Together” was giving us the charge to
go into our communities and serve
together. I started to think of the
ways we already do this as a school
and ways we could do this more. But
then I noticed the period at the end
of the word “together.” And then
I noticed the one at the end of the
word “serving.” We’re dealing with
two individual sentences here. What
exactly are we trying to say and instill
in our students this year through this
theme?
As I’ve wrestled with these two words
and studied the theme verses from
Ephesians 4:11-13, I understand
that our school theme is giving us
two charges but with one idea. The
sentence “Serving.” is a reflection
of what our lives need to be: an
active dedication of our lives to
serving others in the name of Christ
and sharing the Gospel, so that
the church will spread and God’s
4

/ Fall 2021 / www.gosquires.org

Kingdom will not remain stagnant.
The second sentence “Together.” is a
reflection of what the church needs to
look like. We can do some good on
our own, but we can do much greater
things together as one church with
Christ as our Lord and guide.
Putting these two words together, we
arrive at this one idea of “Serving.
Together.” In order to attain the
fullness of Christ, we need to work
together to build up the body of
Christ by not living lives that are selfcentered but, rather, by living lives of
service to one another. The church
in Acts provides a blueprint for us
in Acts 2:42-47. These believers
devoted their lives to the teachings
of the apostles and were committed
to being in community with one
another. They worshiped together,
ate together, and prayed together.
When a community member was in
need, they sold their property and
possessions and shared it with the one
who needed the help. As a result of
their dedication to Serving. Together.,
new believers were continually added
and saved.

Our calling this year at GCCS as
educators is to invite students to join
in this mission of Serving. Together.
Young people today are growing
up in a culture that emphasizes the
attainment of personal needs in a way
that happens as quickly as possible.
We want to flip this script and help
students understand the mission
placed on their lives by Christ--a
mission that equips them with gifts
to serve others and leads to growing
in our faith together as a Christian
community.
We want to thank you for partnering
with us in Christian education as
we seek to equip students to serve
and glorify God. We continue to ask
for your prayers in this school year
for our students, families, and staff
members. None of us can do this
alone. It’s a partnership and one that
is made possible by living out this
theme of “Serving. Together.”
Jason Folkert
CCMS Principal

GROUNDED IN FAITH

What does it mean to
be Grounded in Faith?

G

od is our Creator and Savior; He is the sustainer of
our lives. We are called to love the Lord our God
with our heart, soul, mind, and strength. We must
also love our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:30-31;
Luke 10:27). By grounding children in God’s Word
and their identities in Jesus Christ, GCCS students will
understand who they are as uniquely-created image
bearers and children of God who act justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8).

LIZZIE VOS (Class of 2021)
“I think what makes it different is, we’re
not just applying God to just the basic
classroom parts, which we are. But I think
that it’s the relationships, and through
those relationships, we’re growing
through a deeper relationship with Him.”

ABIGAIL HEKMAN (Class of 2022)
“All the teachers really care about our faith journey and they’re
here to answer any questions that we have. They incorporate
faith in every class that we have so it’s really easy to think
about God in every subject, and to just know Him more
because of the relationships that we have through the school.”

“

“

www.gosquires.org / Fall 2021 /
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CONNECTED THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS
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CONNECTED THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS

B

y nature, schools are communities of learning.
Therefore, we are all connected through
relationships. It’s our central commitment to Christian
education that brings us all together, and it’s our goal
that any family who comes to our school knows and
feels connected and that they belong.
We asked students what it means to them to be
Connected through Relationships:
“There’s a lot of love going on around here. At least, in
my experience,” Lizzie Vos recalled. “And I think that
there’s some sort of vibe here that’s a little bit different.
I think that’s the legacy that we’re going to leave. The
people that went before me left that legacy on me, and
so I’m trying to leave that legacy on others, because I
want this place to keep being fun!”
Abigail Hekman noted how students step up to the
plate. “Nobody’s ever really alone. We all know each
other so we can all go and welcome someone into our
group if somebody looks like they’re lonely or if they
just don’t have anybody to talk to,” she says.
But the connection to one another isn’t just among
students and friends. There’s a special connection
happening between the teachers and students, too.
Hayden Hill, a recent graduate, says the staff are intune to every student who walks through the doors at
Calvin Christian. “The staff here know what’s going on
in your life. They care what happens; they come to your
sports games. I don’t think people realize the amount
of heart this building has. When you step inside it, it’s
something filled with life, from the teachers and the
students,” he says.
Hekman says much the same. “Teachers aren’t just here
to throw homework at us and just grade papers and
tests. They care about how we’re doing and how we feel
about everything.”

www.gosquires.org / Fall 2021 /
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COMMITTED TO EX CELLENCE

When we were first faced with the
impacts of COVID, we knew there
was no better place for our students
to learn than on campus and faceto-face with our teachers. What
happened next was the wonders
of God on full display. Our music
department implemented using
tents outside our school campuses
so students could continue learning
song and note, despite having to
endure our cold Michigan winters!

8
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We fabricated air filters to help
circulate and clean the air in the
classrooms. Our Engineering and
Fabrication department created
custom face shields for our band
students. There was never a
moment where teachers, students,
and staff were not committed to
true excellence.
But long before the word
“COVID” became common
vernacular, the commitment to
excellence inside of GCCS was
evident. Parent and teacher Leah
Bouwman has seen it first-hand.
“My kids receive the Cadillac
version of education, because
no detail was too small to set up
conference time, to have fuller
conversations, and to try to nest out
what a problem might be for their
learning,” Bouwman says.

“

Leah Bouwman
“As a Christian educator, you
have the responsibility to
cover standards and grade
with rubrics...to have your
students have left-brain clarity
to where your program is.
But we have an even greater
opportunity to allow the Holy
Spirit to infuse all we do and
teach.”

Lizzie Vos
“The first thing that comes to
mind is our AP Calculus class.
We had such a fun class, such
a fun group of kids, we laughed
so much. But we got a lot of
work done. Mr. Dekker made
sure that we stayed on task,
but we just had a lot of fun
together.”

“

W

hat does this phrase truly
mean? It’s probably not a
stretch to say that all schools are
committed to being excellent.
Isn’t it the desire for any learning
institution to be excellent? But
what we witnessed in the past year
and a half has been nothing short of
the true commitment of striving for
excellence.

COMMITTED TO EX CELLENCE

Beyond that, we celebrate countless
examples of how God showers our
school with His grace and goodness.
This past fall, senior Brady Nichols
was named as a semifinalist in the
2022 National Merit Scholarship
Program. Brady’s hard work and
commitment to his school work has
earned him the honor to be among
some of the top students in the
nation competing for a National
Merit Scholarship in the spring!
When he heard he was a semifinalist,
Brady says, “I was happy because I
had worked a lot leading up to the
test. I knew I could (be a semifinalist)
if I worked really hard at it. I knew I
could achieve that. And when I did, I
felt proud. It was a good validation of
all the hard work that I had put in.”
We are grateful for students having
opportunities to develop their Godgiven gifts.

“

Abigail Hekman
“There is a very high
standard and every
teacher wants you to
meet that. And they’ll help
you meet that.”

YURA ROZENDAL

Junior Yura Rozendal earned the opportunity to travel to Space Center
Houston in Texas this past summer and join students from across the
country for a 12-day experience learning from NASA astronauts and
representatives. In partnership with Rice University, Yura took part in the
Aerospace and Aviation Academy’s immersive program designed specifically
for students who are interested in pursuing careers in fields of aerospace
and aviation and who want to be at the forefront of the developments and
demands of the future. Yura received unparalleled exposure to industry and
government space scientists through exclusive site visits, including former
NASA astronaut Dr. Leroy Chiao.
While there, Yura was able to visit the Lone Star Flight Museum, where
he attended flight ground school, participated in a flight prep simulation,
learned the importance of flight planning, and then applied what he learned
while operating a flight simulator.
When asked what interests him most about aerospace and aviation, Yura says
he’s been interested in engineering since he was a kid. “I did Odyssey of the
Mind as a kid and that made me want to design and build. I like science and
math and I just enjoy working with different things,” he says.
Yura is currently an engineer on Calvin Christian’s robotics team and is
helping build a robot to participate in future robotics competition. His goal
is to study Mechanical Engineering in college and is interested in learning
more about Aerospace Engineering.

Brianna Hekman (Class of 2022)
“There is a difference that one can see from a Calvin education.
It’s when you help a teammate up, or you help an opponent
up after they fall on the floor. It’s when a teacher tells you, ‘hey,
you’re going to make it through this, you’re going to pass this
test, I want to help you’. It is all those examples of helping people
and wanting people to succeed, wanting our school as a whole
to succeed.”

“

BRADY NICHOLS

www.gosquires.org / Fall 2021 /

9

PREPARED FOR SERVICE

S

ervice is our response of gratitude to God’s
grace and goodness in our lives. God calls
us to build His Kingdom here on earth by
developing our gifts and talents to bless others
and to impact people and communities for
Him. Being Prepared for Service is both for
now and in the future.
But what does service look like in action? With
Christ as our model as the ultimate servantleader, Grandville Calvin Christian students
take on the form of servants in many ways
so Christ may gain. It’s within the simplicity
of our elementary students raking leaves in
neighboring yards just as much as it’s within
the complexity of our middle and high school
students monitoring the health and safety of
a local waterway and learning how to steward
God’s creation.

10
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PREPARED FOR SERVICE

Buck Creek

I

f you’ve been around Calvin Christian for the better part of a
quarter century, you’ve likely heard of our efforts to monitor
the health and safety of a local waterway called Buck Creek. A
fishermen’s ideal stream, Buck Creek flows down the road from
campus and teems with life.
For more than 25 years, we have monitored the health of the creek
as part of our Stewardship role in the Creation. We do this by
taking multiple trips over the course of a student’s middle and high
school career and performing a variety of physical, chemical, and
biological tests. We then compare our data to previous year’s, the
city of Wyoming’s data, and to national standards for creek health.
In recent years we have partnered with some local organizations
to help gather this data and to continue to update and acquire the
equipment necessary to maintain this endeavor. Buck Creek Week
is always a fun and hands-on learning experience!

www.gosquires.org / Fall 2021 /
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SPANISH IMMERSION

Spanish Immersion Program Equips
Students for Kingdom Service
Katy Rozema, GCCS Spanish Immersion Program Director

T

he 2021-2022 school year presents a significant
milestone for Grandville Calvin Christian’s Spanish
Immersion program. After 13 years of building a program
that challenges students in academics, develops their
language proficiency, cultivates their cultural competency,
and prepares them to serve God and others around the
world, we will be graduating our first class of Spanish
Immersion seniors in the spring of 2022. These 14
students have been trailblazers, experiencing each new
level of the program as it grew along with them.

high school. The Spanish Department Chair at Calvin
University, Dwight TenHuisen, shared how impressed they
have been with our students:

As we prepare to say “Adiós” to our pioneer class of
Spanish Immersion students, we have the opportunity to
look back at how they have grown over the years and how
their Spanish Immersion experience has shaped them.
When asked what they have appreciated most about this
experience throughout the years, Brady Nichols reflected
on one of the unique ways he was able to serve: “The
thing I’ve most appreciated about Spanish Immersion
was being able to translate on my mission trip to Mexico
during 7th grade. It was a really unique experience that
not many kids can say they’ve had, and I wouldn’t have
gone if it wasn’t for Spanish Immersion.”

Another commented that the students are fantastic
as a group, and that she would even dare say that the
GCCS students are indistinguishable from the college
students. She also appreciates what the students bring to
class, especially their willingness to participate in class
discussions. “All in all, we couldn’t be more pleased with
the work that the students have done, and we are pleased
to have them on campus and in our classes.”

Melissa Scholten reflected on the friendships she has
formed and the cultural understanding she has gained
throughout the years:
“One thing that I appreciate about the Spanish Immersion
program is how our class has been able to bond together...
our class is so close together because we have been in the
same classes for so many years. Another thing that I have
enjoyed about the Spanish Immersion program is that
each one of our teachers has come from a different culture
and they have been able to teach us about it.”
During the high school portion of our program, Spanish
Immersion students have the opportunity to take college
Spanish classes throughout their junior and senior years at
Calvin University. This experience has affirmed how much
these students have learned throughout the years and how
well-prepared they are for whatever they choose to do after

12
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“The Department is very pleased with the performance
of the ‘pioneros’ from GCCS. All three of the Calvin
professors who have had them in class are singing their
praises, saying things like, ‘They were a joy to teach and
rose admirably to the challenge of a college-level class.
Several, in fact, were among the top performers in the
class.’ ”

As our graduating seniors look ahead to the future, they
all have different plans, but their bilingualism will open
doors to new opportunities in a variety of fields. Many of
them plan to pair a minor or major in Spanish with the
course of study they plan to pursue: business, psychology,
pharmacy, and biology, just to name a few. They look
forward to being able to use their Spanish to communicate
with clients, patients, customers, and colleagues. Many
also are eager for the opportunity to study abroad in
Spanish-speaking countries during college.
Last spring, our Spanish Immersion program received
full accreditation from Add.A.Lingua, becoming one of
the first Christian schools in the country to achieve this
status. At Grandville Calvin Christian, our mission is to
equip students to serve and glorify God. Our hope is that
by fostering a love for diverse peoples and cultures around
the world and by challenging students academically and
linguistically, our Spanish Immersion students have been
uniquely prepared to fulfill God’s calling in their lives. We
can’t wait to see how they serve and glorify Him!

CALVIN’S CAR LOT / NICE TWICE

A Car Lot With
Motivation And A
Mission

A

s we enter this season of Thanksgiving for all the gifts
we are all blessed with, we would be remiss if we didn’t
thank two of our biggest supporters. Calvin’s Car Lot is a
100% volunteer-run, non-profit organization that supports
Christian education at Grandville Calvin Christian.
Through the sales of its used cars and trucks, Calvin’s Car
Lot has blessed our school with the donation of hundreds
of thousands of dollars over the past several years, which
is used to lower the cost of tuition for all students. We
are forever grateful for the ways that Calvin’s Car Lot is
supporting our mission and helping us to equip students to
serve and glorify God. To donate your car, call Calvin’s Car
Lot at 616-427-3128.

A Proud Supporter
Of Grandville Calvin
Christian’s Education
Since 2004

S

tarted in 2004, Nice Twice Resale Shoppe opened with
the specific purpose of raising money to supplement
the cost of tuition at Grandville Calvin Christian School.
Since then, Nice Twice has generously donated more than
two million dollars to our school! Today, the store remains a
thriving upscale resale store that sells gently-used clothing,
shoes, furniture, toys, sporting goods, and household items.
The store also has a “boutique” that carries name-brand
clothing. It is with a humble and thankful heart that we
continue to count the blessings poured upon our school
through our partnership with Nice Twice.

Thanks to all of our volunteers at the Car Lot and Nice Twice!
www.gosquires.org / Fall 2021 /
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ALUMNI GOLF

Fifty Years of Golfing Together

I

t began in 1971 when, as Sophomores, we were allowed one personal day
each school year. The day was to be used for something educational, and I’m
not exactly sure how golfing passed, but we started a wonderful tradition.
We have golfed together at least once a year for the last 50 years. We started
with eight golfers and, if there were years when all eight could not play, we
asked someone else to join. Once asked to play they became one of the group,
and so it has grown to 16 golfers over the first few years, 14 being from the
class of 1973. John DeYoung has been the Champion a total of 32 times with Roger Haan a close second with 6 victories.
The group has over 40 children total and over 80 grandchildren. Except for our former confirmed bachelor, Rog Haan, who
now has been married 4 years, and the unfortunate passing of Sharon VanLeeuwen, we all have celebrated, or soon will, 40
years of marriage. Just one of our group, Dave VerKaik, passed away in 2004.
God has blessed this group with so many good things, and we are grateful for Calvin Christian and how it brought us all
together as classmates. If you wish to know the reason our time together is named the Clique Open please talk to any one of
us. Stories may vary I assure you. The prize each year is the coveted Green Wooden Shoe. We couldn’t afford a Masters green
jacket for the champion, so the shoe was the substitute and bears the name of all the champions.
We are grateful for how God has connected us through relationships and golf that all started at CCHS.
Jack Poll
Class of 1973

14
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ALUMNI BASEBALL

25 Years Later, State Champion
Baseball Team Reunites

I

t’s not every year a team earns the
right to play on the largest stage and
make it to the state championship
game. The odds of doing it two years
in a row seem impossible. But making
it three years in a row? The odds
probably aren’t even existent. But
that didn’t matter to legendary Calvin
Christian baseball coach, Jay Milkamp.
Step back to 1994, 1995, and 1996.
For three years straight the Squires’
baseball team made it to the state
championship game. They won the
title in ‘94 and ‘96. This past October,
25 years after their historic run, the
boys decided it was time to get the
team back together again.
“These guys were kind of the highlight
of my coaching career,” said Milkamp,
who served as head coach from 1974
to 1997. “We had a lot of very good

teams but certainly the years 1994,
1995, and 1996 stand out. It was really
special.”
Several members of the teams met
at Calvin Christian to take a walk
down memory lane and look at
old newspaper articles about their
achievements, enjoy food and
fellowship with one another, and even
spent time doing some batting practice
on the diamond they once dominated.
Former third baseman and pitcher,
Bobby Overbeek, helped organize the
reunion and drove up from Cincinnati.
“It’s just great 25 years later to get
together here with all the guys, all the
teammates from the program and to
see coach.” Overbeek said, “We’re so
grateful and thankful to be here 25
years later. You never forget as a ball
player, who you played with and grew

up with.” He added, “You were on
the streets and ball field together and
learning what it took to be a team. We
didn’t have the most talent, but we had
heart and determination.”
For Milkamp, the 25 years went by in
the blink of an eye.
“It was a fun day, I think the guys had
a ball. It was just fun touching base
with these guys again, we waited too
long to get back together.”
The reunion was even covered by a
local TV station, which you can see
and read here:

www.gosquires.org / Fall 2021 /
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Follow us on social media to stay updated with the latest at Grandville Calvin Christian Schools.

Together we can support GCCS!

T

he Squire Fund is our “annual fund” at GCCS, which means it is the goal that we commit
to raise through the generosity and support of our community each year. The primary
purpose of these dollars is two-fold: (1) to raise money for tuition assistance in order to
make a Christian education accessible for as many families as possible and (2) to off-set the
total cost of education.
Tuition does not cover the total cost of educating our students. Since families come to
GCCS with varied economic capacities, there is a need to raise dollars charitably to help
with the difference between what a family is able to afford and what is needed to provide the
opportunities and education rooted in Christ that GCCS provides.
The Squire Fund accepts gifts to help to keep tuition lower than the actual cost of education
and, therefore, it helps to make a Christ-centered education affordable for more families by
filling the gap for anyone who cannot fully afford tuition.
Your ongoing support through prayers, notes of
encouragement, attendance at events, and continued
giving are all deeply appreciated. Thanks for serving
together at GCCS to equip students to serve and
glorify God.

SCAN HERE
DONATE

TODAY

