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In our theme verses for this year from Ephesians 4, the

In This Issue

Apostle Paul writes in verse 12 about the responsibility
“to equip His people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up.” This idea is echoed in
our GCCS mission statement of “equipping students to
serve and glorify God.”

Note from Head of School

We understand that we have been called, individually
and collectively, to serve and build God’s Kingdom. And
we carry out this service in community. Together.

Update from the Board of Directors

As Christians, we also understand that this is a lifelong
calling. I recently began reading Eugene Peterson’s book
A Long Obedience in the Same Direction. The title has always
intrigued me and, as I reflect back on my life, I see how

GCCS Strategic Plan: 2021-2025

God has placed many faithful Christ followers in my life
who modeled that long obedience in the same direction
toward Christ with their lives. They modeled how to
build up the body through faithful discipleship.

School Culture Survey

In the book, Peterson writes that "[we] assume that if
something can be done at all, it can be done quickly and
efficiently." But he argues that the life of faith needs
patience, maturity, and unity. To gain these things, we
need accountability to one another and an extra measure

Nice Twice and Calvin's Car Lot

of God’s grace and peace. Why? “[So] that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the

GCCS website

fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4: 12-13).

Eric P. Burgess
Head of School
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Update from the GCCS Board of Directors

Each guest will have a maximum of five
minutes to address the Board. At the

The GCCS Board of Directors represents the GCCS

conclusion of all scheduled speakers or 30

community on matters pertaining to the governance

minutes (whichever comes first), all guests

and strategy of the school. Christian schools like

must exit the meeting room and allow the

Grandville Calvin Christian are formed as a partnership

Board to address its agenda for the meeting.

between the home and school and are governed by our

The opportunity to address the Board at a

Board of Directors. To this end, the Board of Directors

scheduled meeting is separate from the GCCS

invites members to address the Board on matters that

Complaints Process. This process requires

pertain to board governance and strategy. Members who

that there be some GCCS policy that has been

wish to address the Board agree to the following:

violated or some decision with which a
constituent(s) disagrees and would like to

Submit a request in writing to the Board of Directors

appeal.

using the following email address:
attendboard@gccsmi.org. A request should

The Board of Directors commits this time to

ordinarily be submitted at least two weeks prior to

listen to constituents on matters that are

the meeting you wish to attend and should include

important to the school community and are

the following information: (a) state the meeting date

relevant to the Board’s governance of GCCS.

you wish to attend and (b) state the topic or item you

Board members will carefully consider

wish to address. The Board typically meets on the

information and perspectives presented to the

fourth Monday of each month. All requests are

Board, but they will not be able to respond to

subject to approval by the Board.

comments or questions. Thanks for your

The Board of Directors will entertain guests wishing

partnership in the lives of your children at

to address the Board (who have received prior

Grandville Calvin Christian.

approval) for a maximum of 30 minutes at each

The GCCS Board of Directors

Board meeting. (Board meetings typically begin at
7:00 p.m.)

2021-2025
Strategic Plan
The 2021-2025 strategic plan for Grandville
Calvin Christian was shared with the
community in early September 2021. Many of
you have already reviewed it, but in case you
haven't taken a look yet, you can view a
comprehensive copy of the 2021-2025
Strategic Plan for GCCS at the strategic plan
webpage.
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GCCS Grandparents' Day 2021

CSI Accreditation Process for 2021-2022

We were blessed to have the opportunity to

GCCS is accredited by Christian Schools

celebrate the generations of God’s faithfulness

International (CSI). Accreditation provides an

with our grandparents and other special friends

independent, third-party review of our work

on September 24 and September 30. This is

according to recognized educational and faith

always a special day of realizing our core values

formation standards in CSI's "Measuring the

of being grounded in faith and connected through

Mission" process. As part of our accreditation, we

relationships. It is a privilege to participate in this

submit annual reports and updates to CSI for

day each year and to feel God’s very real presence

review.

through the bonds we see between grandchildren
and their grandparents. We want to say thanks to

Every five years, we complete a formal self-study

our music department at GCCS for putting

review which culminates in a site visit by a team of

together the special concerts for these days and to

Christian school representatives from other

our custodial and administrative staff for putting

Christian schools. The 2021-2022 school year

together all of the logistical and hospitality

marks the fifth year of our accreditation cycle.

details.
The school culture survey that was recently sent

The "long obedience in the same direction"

out (see below) is one part of the self-study process.

demonstrated by our grandparents is at the core

We will complete our self-study by January 2022,

of what makes our Christian school communities

and our site visit will occur in late April 2022. You

so special. Grandchildren are blessed each day by

will see more information on accreditation

the love, encouragement, and prayers of their

throughout the school year.

grandparents. We are grateful for how they
model faith for us and for sharing God's love in
all they do!

GCCS Mission Statement:
"Equipping Students to Serve and Glorify God"

School Culture Survey
for Current Parents
As part of our CSI accreditation self-study
during the first semester, we are completing
a survey of parents, staff, and 6th - 12th
grade students about our school culture. The
information gathered from this survey will
help us to assess our areas of strength and
areas for improvement in order to continue
to develop a positive Christian school
culture in our schools. If you are a current
GCCS parent, click here to access the parent
survey if you haven't already completed it.
The deadline is October 29.
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Nice Twice
Resale Shoppe
Nice Twice is one of our GCCS partner
organizations. Through the hard work of a
dedicated group of volunteers and your
donations, Nice Twice supports our
community by providing great deals and
supports the schools by off-setting tuition
through its profits. Last year, the
contribution from Nice Twice was $225,000!
Stop in to shop, to support GCCS, and to
thank our amazing volunteers who share so
much of their time on behalf of our
Christian schools!
Nice Twice is located at 2852 28th St SW,
Grandville, MI 49418. Call them at 616-2492020 or stop in during their open hours
from 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. on Mondays and
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Tuesday - Saturday.
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Calvin's Car Lot
Calvin's Car Lot is another of our GCCS
partner organizations.
The Car Lot is always looking for more
inventory! If you have a vehicle (car, truck,
van, boat) to donate, we would love to talk to
you about it.
Calvin's Car Lot would like to thank the GCCS
community for its continued support. This
past year, the Car Lot was able to make a
$130,000 contribution to our Christian
schools! We are grateful to God for the
success of this organization and for the
faithful volunteers who take care of running
the Car Lot.
The Car Lot is located at 2499 28th St SW,
Wyoming, MI 49519. Call us at 616-427-3128 or
stop in during open hours from
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday.
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