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2020 – 2021

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
May 3-7
May 5
May 7
May 18
May 20
May 27
May 22
May 25-26
May 31

Staff Appreciation Week
Flower Sale Order Deadline
Flower Sale Pickup Day
Honors Banquet & Convocation
Collage Concert
Senior Class Trip
GCCS Golf Classic
Senior exams
NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day

June 1
June 1-4
June 4

Graduation
Underclassmen exams
Last day of school

August 9
August 11
August 23
August 24
August 27-28

* * * * * * * * * *
Football tryouts begin
All other fall sports tryouts begin
Orientation Day/Freshmen Mixer
CCHS 1st Full Day of classes
Senior Class Retreat

THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL
As we begin May, we embark on the beginning of Teacher
Appreciation Week. I am grateful for our Parent Committee
which has lined up a great week of ways to express
appreciation to our Faculty. I am incredibly grateful that we
have been able to maintain in-person instruction throughout
the entire year, with the exception of the December statewide
shutdown. Although we have been blessed to stay in person,
this has been far from a normal year for our students or staff.
There is no question that we are in one of the busiest times of
year for our students, families, and faculty.
In the midst of this busyness, I’d love for our families to reflect on
Calvin Christian High School’s outstanding staff and the visible,
as well as, the often unseen ways your students are positively
impacted by a faculty that loves the Lord and exemplifies his
charge to work as for the Lord rather than Men (Colossians
3:23). There are so many ways your children’s teachers and
support staff go above and beyond to impact your children, which
are often unseen. They have battled through all the COVID
cleaning and protocols all year long, to ensure we can maintain
in-person instruction. However, there are countless days where
most of our students are learning in the classroom when others
are at home learning virtually. They’ve lived a split-screen year,
giving their best while adapting to quarantines and meeting the
needs of all of your students. They meet to pray for your
students, to improve their teaching practices, to strategize
additional support mechanisms for our students who are
struggling academically or emotionally. They laugh with your

students and demonstrate the realities of how we live lives of
faith which can be filled with amazing celebrations, as well as
struggles.
Just last week, our staff partnered with your students to pull off
the Calvin Christian Showcase, Spring Fling Week, and our
Junior-Senior Prom. To be a great educator, it’s often
exhausting, even when you love what you do. Long after our
students go home, our teachers are planning, grading, and
taking care of everything that needs to be done to have a
profound impact upon your students. Your CCHS faculty, from
our teachers, our para-professionals, custodians, and
Administrative Assistants are a special collection of people that
your children are blessed to have speaking into their lives.
I ask that you don’t leave it to our Parent Org or any other
collection of individuals to celebrate and love on our Calvin
Christian Faculty. I’m asking that our families make a
conscious effort to communicate their gratitude for our staff
through a flood of emails, cards and letters in the coming
weeks. As a classroom teacher for over two decades, there
were few things that could bring life and energy back into me
like a note or letter from a student or a parent. It has been a
wonderful year, but our staff will share how all the crazy
variables of this year have drained them often emotionally and
physically. My prayer is that your outpouring of thankfulness
and encouragement will be a demonstration of Christ’s love to
our CCHS faculty.

PARENT ORGANIZATION NEWS & NEEDS
Staff Appreciation week is May 3-7. We have a fun
week planned for our teachers and staff.
Monday – Outrageous fact contest
Tuesday – Popcorn treat
Wednesday – Food truck lunch for staff
Thursday – Appreciation notes
Friday – Flower arrangements for our staff
As a parent and school community we would like
to invite you to participate with us. On Thursday,
May 6, you are encouraged to send a small
note or email of appreciation to our staff and
teachers. You can also post a video or message
of thanks online to share with the GCCS
community your many thanks and praises.
#thankyougccsstaff
Looking for other ways of giving to our
staff/school? Well, we have some exciting news!
With the funds received from the Matching
Challenge during the Auction this year, we are
moving forward with giving the high school
teacher’s lounge a much-needed refresh. To help
us stretch our $1,000 further, we have partnered
with the teachers and staff to create a Wish List on
Amazon. If you would like to bless the staff with a
gift from the Wish List, please use link here:
https://smile.amazon.com/registries/custom/AL8ANSZ
DJ7AN
Our Annual Calvin Flower Sale is
currently live, with online orders due
May 5 and pick up scheduled for
Friday, May 7 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
in the Grandville Christian School west
parking lot. Flowers will be placed
directly in your vehicle. Additional flowers will be
onsite for purchase. Quantities and products will be
limited. Here’s the link to place your order:
https://Grandville-Calvin-Christianschools.square.site
Spring is near, and it is time for our group to
grow. We are looking for middle school parents
and high school parents who enjoy giving back to
our great school. The commitment is only one
meeting a month and the rewards never end.
Please email ccsparentorg@gccsmi.org if you are
interested.
May Monthly Staff Treat: This is the final month of
the current school year to sign up to bring goodies.
Please click here for the link.

A NOTE REGARDING PARKING STICKERS
Remember to save your parking sticker. You will
be able to renew it for the 2021-2022 school year.
If you do not have one to renew in the fall, you
will be charged the $5 cost of a new sticker.
STUDENTS AND PARENTS
We are in the process of finalizing procedures for
collecting end-of-year materials. Please start
organizing so that you are ready. Make sure that
you have:
 Chromebook (with charger and case)
 Textbooks
 Library books
 Music and/or sports uniforms
 Instruments
 PE locks
 Any other school materials
SERVICE HOURS
Remember, all students are required to submit 35
service hours before January of their senior year.
Summer is a great time to serve, so students may
want to consider making some plans right now for how
they can serve in West Michigan and around the world
in the next few months.
They should be hours earned where our kids are
looking for ways to impact others and seeking out new
ways to positively impact the greater Grand Rapids
community. These are not intended to be hours where
our kids help out their grandparents and family
members; that’s a part of being in a family. CCHS
service hours should be earned through impacting
others to whom we aren’t related.
Students can find forms to submit hours in the CCHS
office or here. Please contact Mr. Henderson at
thenderson@gccsmi.org or Mr. Timmer at
jtimmer@gccsmi.org if you have any questions or if
they can help you in any way.
ATTENTION ALL PARENTS OF JUNIORS:
As this school year comes to a close, we are
looking ahead to next year‘s graduating class and
hoping a few parents will offer to chair the
committee to plan the Senior All-Nighter for the
Class of 2022. It’s easier to lock in dates with
venues and entertainment sooner rather
than later. Please contact the high
school office at 538–0990 if you’re
interested. If you’d like further input
from the current committee, contact Joy
Betten at jbetten@gccsmi.org.

SUMMER MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS
The GCCS Music Boosters is offering scholarships to students attending a summer music
camp. Knollcrest Music Camp (KMC) at Calvin University is a fabulous day camp at the end of
July / early August.. Please check your email for more information and the scholarship
application. Contact your director for more details.

UPCOMING DATES
Collage Concert - Thursday, May 20 (**This may be a parent-only event. Stay tuned.)
Concert Choir, Varsity Choir
Symphonic Band, Orchestra
Location: Jenison Performing Arts Center
Graduation - Tuesday, June 1
Symphonic Band
Morning rehearsal, evening ceremony

SUMMER LESSONS
Contact your director if you are interested in taking private lessons over the summer and need
help getting in touch with an instructor.

HOT LUNCH
Hot lunch accounts must be zero or positive* by May 7. After May 7,
accounts must be positive in order to receive hot lunch that day. If your
account is negative or zero, you will be expected to pay cash ($3.50) when you
pick up your lunch. If your family is experiencing financial hardship, please
contact Jim Van Dyken at jvandyken@gccsmi.org or 616-532-2373.
Unless arrangements are made with Mr. Van Dyken, students with negative
accounts will not be allowed to take exams, go on end of the year class
trips, or receive their diploma until their account is paid in full.
If you have any questions regarding balances or credits, please email
hotlunch@gccsmi.org.
You may purchase Credits at MS & HS - Add “credits”.
*Extra pre-paid lunches carry over to next year for 6th ('27) - 11th ('22) graders.
Extra pre-paid lunches for Seniors ('21) are considered a donation unless an
email request is made to transfer them to a sibling in grades 5th ('28) -11th ('22)
who will be attending Calvin Christian Middle or High School in the upcoming
school year.

HONORS BANQUET & CONVOCATION
DATE: Tuesday, May 18, 2021
PLACE: Faith Community CRC
5250 Byron Center SW, Wyoming
HONORS BANQUET – Invitation only.
CCHS sends an invitation to the Honors Banquet to
our highest academic achieving seniors with a
cumulative GPA of 3.7 or above. Watch for that
invitation in the mail and RSVP by May 14, please.
HONORS CONVOCATION
Following the Honors Banquet, we will
honor all our seniors who have received
various awards at an Honors Convocation
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Students and
parents will receive notification of being invited to this
event. Seating will be limited to 2 guests per
senior and students will sit with their guests.
SENIOR CLASS TRIP – May 27, 2021
Itinerary: Details to follow
Students must make PRIOR arrangements to get
home when we return as school will NOT be open.
As a school-sponsored activity, this day is
considered a school day. School rules regarding
behavior apply to this function.
Federal law prohibits smoking on a bus. If a
student uses or possesses (on the bus or in the
park) alcohol or drugs, his/her parents will be
called and all school rules will apply. Appropriate
disciplinary measures will also be taken at the
park, which may include asking the student’s
parents to come for him/her.

GRADUATION INFORMATION
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Place: Grandville Middle School Football Field
3535 Wilson SW, Grandville
PLEASE TAKE NOTE:
1. Admission will be by ticket only.
o Each graduate will be issued a maximum of
6 admission tickets to accommodate family
and friends.
o Graduating students must pick up their
tickets May 10-14 in the high school office.
2. There will be no reserved seating in the stands.
All seats are general admission seating.
3. Gates will open at 7:15 p.m.
4. The dress code for graduation is as follows:
Boys must wear:
 Dress shirt and long tie
 Dress pants and dress shoes
Girls must wear:
 Dress, skirt and blouse, or dress pants
 Dress shoes (no flip-flops).
We will ask that you not participate in the
graduation ceremony if you do not follow this
dress code.
5. If you have any questions, please contact Mr.
Henderson in the high school office.
6. All guests attending our graduation ceremonies
are expected to contribute to the dignity of our
ceremony by refraining from disruptive behavior.
Please inform your guests of this policy.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR SENIORS
April 30
May 14-21
May 18
May 20
May 20
May 27
May 25-26
June 1

Senior Survey deadline
Senior Send-Off Week
Honors Banquet & Convocation
Collage Concert
School ends for the Class of 2021
Senior Class Trip
Senior exams
Graduation Day / Senior All-Nighter
Senior Breakfast
Graduation rehearsal
Graduation ceremony
Senior All-Nighter party

Notes from the
Counseling Office
Miss Rebekah Karel (9th & AH)
rkarel@gccsmi.org

Mr. Nate Vander Wal (10th - 12th)
nvanderwal@gccsmi.org

Counseling Office Webpage:
https://www.gosquires.org/hs/counseling-office/

SCHEDULE CHANGES FOR 2021-22: Please make
every attempt to request any needed schedule changes
prior to the end of this school year on June 4. The next
chance to make a change after June 4 will be in August,
but options may be more limited at that time. Students
can change into a new class through the first week of a
semester if there is room to do so.

TESTING OUT: In rare cases, students wish to attempt a
test out for a course. This should only occur when the
student feels he/she already has content mastery without
the need for additional preparation beyond a basic review
of content. More information was provided in the email
that was sent to students. Requests must be made by
April 30, 2021.
AP EXAMS: AP exams will be given at CCHS in May for
students that registered in the fall.
 May 3 at 8 am - US Government and Politics
 May 4 at 8 am - Calculus AB
 May 5 at 12 pm - Physics 1: Algebra Based
 May 10 at 12 pm - Macroeconomics
 May 11 at 8 am - Spanish Language and Culture
 May 14 at 8 am - Biology
 May 17 at 12 pm - Statistics

COLLEGE ENTRANCE TESTING: While some
colleges are continuing with test optional admission
due to COVID test cancellations, many are getting back
to requiring a score for admission and/or merit
scholarships. In general, it is our recommendation that
college-bound students attempt both the SAT and ACT
and that they take 3-4 tests in combination (SAT, ACT,
CLT – Classic Learning Test, accepted by more and

more colleges).
ACT Info

SAT Info

CLT Info

KHAN ACADEMY offers free, personalized practice for
students preparing for the official SAT test. The
counselors have helped students to link Khan Academy
and College Board accounts to allow for tailored practice
based on PSAT and/or SAT scores. We encourage
college-bound students to use their Khan Academy
accounts to prepare and to improve test scores. College
Board research has shown an average score increase of
60 pts for 6 hours of Khan SAT practice, and an average
increase of 85 pts for 20 hours of practice. Summer is a
great time to log these practice hours on Khan Academy.

SAT and PSAT 10 Scores: SAT scores are now
available for juniors through their College Board
accounts and PSAT 10 scores should become available
this month for sophomores.

CCHS SCHOLARSHIPS: CCHS scholarship recipients
will receive information at graduation for transferring
funds to their college accounts.
HONORS CONVOCATION: The seniors have received
a Senior Survey in a Google Form asking about future
plans and scholarships/awards received. Students
need to respond to the form and get documentation of
scholarships/awards to Mr. Vander Wal to be
recognized for them at our Honors Convocation on
Tuesday, May 18. Deadline for responses is Friday,
April 30.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES: Summer is a great time
to continue career exploration. Students are
encouraged to log into their Xello accounts to explore
various career and college options, build a resume,
complete career and personality assessments, etc.
Students are also encouraged to set up job shadows
over the summer months (if it is safe to do so). Some of
the best learning can and does happen outside of the
normal school day and experiencing multiple job
shadows can help students as they search for their
calling and vocation.

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
We are planning on summer camps! The schedule and
registration can be found on our athletic website:
www.calvinchristiansports.org. If you have any questions,
contact Ben deWaal-Malefyt at bdewaalmalefyt@gccsmi.org.

FALL SEASON SPORTS 2021-22
For all students planning to participate in a fall sport at
the high school level in the school year 2021-2022,
please note that practices/tryouts will begin on the
following dates:
Monday, August 9, 2021
Football
Wednesday, August 11, 2021
Boys Soccer, Boys Tennis
Girls Golf, Girls Swimming, Girls Volleyball
Boys/Girls Cross Country

PAY-TO-PARTICIPATE
Prior to trying out for any sport at CCHS, you must have
a yellow “Pay-to-Participate” card to hand to your coach.
To obtain this, you must:
 Be officially enrolled at Calvin Christian High.


Complete the Application Form found in the
CCHS office or here.



The Pay-to-Participate fee of $95.00 per
sport is paid to the high school office (with a
maximum of $285.00 per family per year).
Insurance is included in this fee.



Have a physical on file in the school office
(signed by the physician, parent, and athlete). To
be official, the athlete’s physical must be given
April 15, 2021, or later. Please use the Physical
Examination form available at the middle or high
school office or here.

SPORTS PHYSICALS FOR NEXT YEAR
Sports physicals for the 2021-22 school year must be
dated after April 15, 2021. Spectrum is still planning on
free physicals for our athletes, but no details are available
at this time.
Please use the Physical Examination form available at the
middle or high school office or on our website.

ELIGIBILITY RULES
Please read the Eligibility Rules for Extra-Curricular
Activities carefully before signing the Physical Exam Form.
All athletes must know these rules before participating
in a sport at CCHS. These rules can be found in the
Student Handbook or in the high school office.

ATHLETIC PASSES FOR 2021-2022:
o All purchased passes will be year-long. They
will be good for all regular season
home contests.
o The price will be the same, no matter
when during the year the pass is purchased.
o In a Family Pass situation, each member of the
family will receive their own individual pass.
o Passes will have individual names on them and are
non-transferable.
o During the tournament season, only one ticket
per pass will be allowed.
o The following passes are available for purchase:
 Student Pass (under age 14) - $40
 Adult Pass - $60
 Family Pass - $125 (2 adults & all 14
and under immediate family children)
o A lost pass will be replaced for a fee.

ATTENTION PARENTS OF
ALL CCHS ATHLETES
It is a privilege to participate in athletics at Calvin Christian
High School. It is essential that not only players, but also
parents participate to ensure the viability and integrity of
our sports programs.
The Athletic Department requires all parents to choose
two concession/ticket slots per athlete per season.
Concessions are a critical fundraiser that provides funds for
uniforms, equipment and field maintenance for all of our
student athletes.
The Boosters will email parents instructions for signing up.
You will be required to choose two slots by a certain date
or slots will be assigned for you if you do not choose any.
You are responsible for finding your own replacement if
you cannot participate. You may be asked to fill slots in a
subsequent season pending slot availability of the current
season.
Thank you for supporting your athlete and CCHS
Athletics. If you have any questions, please contact our
athletic director, Tom Bouma, at 257-4219 or
tbouma@gccsmi.org.

GCCS NEWS. . .
GRANDVILLE CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
GOLF CLASSIC

Sign up now for the upcoming GCCSF Golf Classic:
DATE: Saturday, May 22, 2021
LOCATION: Thornapple Pointe Golf Club
TIME:

Shotgun start at 8:00 a.m.

FEES:

$125 per golfer
$100 per golfer for GCCS students & staff

Reserve your spot on or before May 17 by choosing one of the following methods:
 Calling Joan Staal at 532-2373 or email her at jstaal@gccsmi.org
 Mailing in the form on the following page
 Signing up online through this link: Golf Classic Registration
We have limited spots so don't delay. Your fee includes cart, continental
breakfast, hot dogs at the turn, boxed lunch, and snacks/beverages out
on the course.

GRANDVILLE CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
GOLF CLASSIC
SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021
THORNAPPLE POINTE GOLF COURSE
INDIVIDUAL/TEAM REGISTRATION FORM

NAME__________________________________EMAIL_________________________________

NAME__________________________________EMAIL_________________________________

NAME__________________________________EMAIL_________________________________

NAME__________________________________EMAIL_________________________________

DIVISION (Circle one):

WOMEN’S

MEN’S

ALUMNI

COED

FEE: $125 PER GOLFER
GCCS STAFF/STUDENTS: $100 PER GOLFER

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: GCCSF
(Grandville Calvin Christian Schools Foundation)
3750 IVANREST AVE SW GRANDVILLE MI 49418
PAYMENT DUE BY MAY 17, PLEASE
PAY/SIGN UP ONLINE AT: https://one.bidpal.net/gccsf/welcome
Any questions, please contact Joan Staal at jstaal@gccsmi.org or 616-257-4215.

56th Annual Flower Sale
Another year, another fabulous selection of
flowers! All options will be available for
purchase online. See pickup details below.

To start your order, visit:
https://Grandville-Calvin-ChristianSchools.square.site
Orders may be placed
from April 1 through May 5.
Orders must be picked up on
Friday, May 7,
between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
at Grandville Christian School
3934 Wilson Ave. SW, Grandville 49418

Single Variety Hanging Baskets = $20
Combination Hanging Baskets = $22
Patio Planter Pots = $15 - $80
All proceeds go to Grandville Calvin Christian Schools

