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The Wonder of the Story

Bible Verse: Ephesians 3:20-21
New International Version

"Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work
within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever!

Amen."
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HEAD OF
SCHOOL
UPDATES

First Look at 2021-2022 Budget

Together with Becki Bykerk, our CFO, and the GCCS
Admin. Team, we have been working since November on
the 2021-2022 budget. Becki will be joining our meeting
on January 25, and we will have an opportunity to review
the initial draft of the 2021-2022 GCCS budget and the
strategies that we are evaluating in order to make
necessary reductions in the budget. The draft of next
year's budget, as well as the recently approved 2019-2020
consolidated financial statements, are provided to the
Board in PDFs. The proposed budget will go to the
GCCS constituency with the Annual Meeting notice in
March.

Update on Giving for First Half of 2020-2021

GCCS has been very blessed by donations in the first half
of the school year. We raised just over $410,000 of our
goal of $ 800,000 for the Squire Fund for this year. Our
donors continue to be energized by what is happening at
GCCS, and we are thankful for their on-going support!

MHSAA Updates - High School Sports

Tom Bouma, our athletic director, has been doing a great
job keeping up with the daily changes in high school and
middle school sports. The MHSAA continues to attempt
to play all three sports seasons--fall, winter, and spring--in
the current school year. As you may have seen, winter
sports competitions have been pushed back to a February
21 start. One can find the latest MHSAA updates at:
https://www.mhsaa.com/News/Announcements/articleTyp
e/ArticleView/articleId/9148/Sports-Re-Opening-UpdateCenter.
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Who will lead this work? GCCS Head of School, Eric Burgess, along with the GCCS Admin. Team

On MLK Day on January 18, students and staff across GCCS grades took time to reflect on the life and
legacy of Dr. King and to study his impact on our country's history. These conversations help students to
continue to consider how they can be agents of justice and Kingdom builders in their communities.

I have continued following up with families who agreed to be contacted after the exit survey sent around
Thanksgiving. These conversations have been helpful as I continue to learn more about our community. I
plan to provide a summary report to the Board once I have finished the conversations in order to share the
themes that were uncovered in the exit surveys and conversations.

Who will lead this work? GCCS Head of School, Eric Burgess, along with the GCCS Admin. Team

On January 22, our GCCS faculty participated in a day of professional development to review and refine
our mission/vision/core values, to re-engage the Professional Learning Communities model, and to
collaborate together on curriculum alignment and other building-level goals.
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Who will lead this work? GCCS Curriculum Council, GCCS Admin. Team

On January 22, our GCCS faculty participated in a day of professional development to review and refine
our mission/vision/core values, to re-engage the Professional Learning Communities model, and to
collaborate together on curriculum alignment and other building-level goals.

The GCCS Curriculum Council met on January 27 in order to review new course proposals for CCHS
for the 2021-2022 school year. The Curriculum Council continues to review its purpose and mission and
to look at ways to support the Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) on each campus.

Who will lead this work? Capital Campaign Committee, Financial Sustainability Committee, and GCCS
Head of School, Eric Burgess

The Capital Campaign team has been finalized and looks to have its first meeting in early February, with a
goal of bringing a series of recommendations for a Capital Campaign Master Plan to the Board in June
2021. The members of the Capital Campaign team are as follows: Troy Austin, Kristin Borgman, Eric
Burgess (chair), Tim Buursma, Becki Bykerk, Rob Groothuis, Doug Jurgens, Bruce Morren, Janet Staal,
Joan Staal, and Chris Weller. Please join me in praying for wisdom and God's leading as we begin our
work.
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Who will lead this work? GCCS Director of Communications and Marketing and Marketing and Promotions
Team

GCCS is excited to announce that Mr. Kyle Warnke has accepted the position of GCCS Director of
Communications and Marketing. Kyle comes to GCCS after working in marketing in the for-profit sector. He
also started his career as a broadcaster in Georgia and Tennessee. Kyle and his wife have two young daughters.
He will begin at GCCS on Monday, February 15. We look forward to Kyle joining our team!

GCCS is also excited to announce that Mrs. Erin Nichols is now leading the PK - 5th grade enrollment efforts as
our Elementary Enrollment Coordinator, in addition to her continued role as lead administrative assistant at the
elementary campus. Erin has done a terrific job diving into the role and coordinating connections with
prospective new families!

Our annual PK/K Open House was held on Thursday evening, January 28. You can learn more details at
https://www.gosquires.org/pdg/early-childhood/. The event was well-attended and early enrollments for the 20212022 school year are very positive!

Who will lead this work? GCCS Extra-Curricular Task Force

The Robotics program at CCHS launched in the second semester. Jason Lawrence, CCHS teacher, is leading
both the program and work on Robotics in his classes. In addition to our FIRST robotics team at CCHS, we
are going to begin incorporating the FIRST Tech Challenge robot building into our robotics exploratory class
at the middle school. Calvin Christian Middle School will build toward forming an after-school robotics
Team, building a robot, and competing in the FIRST FTC league next fall. Our eventual goal is to also begin
FIRST Lego League teams at Grandville Christian Elementary School, so we have great opportunities and
continuity in our Robotics program from the elementary level all the way through CCHS.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS &
IMPORTANT
DATES

January
January 4 - School Resumes
January 22 - Staff PD/No School
January 28 - PK/K Open House at GCS

February
February 19 - Mid-Winter Break/No School
February 20 - 26 - GCCS Auction

March / April
March 1 - 5 - Parent-Teacher Conferences
March 22 - GCCS Annual Meeting
(via Zoom)
April 2 - 11 - Spring Break
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