
Welcome to the world of Early Childhood 
at Grandville Christian School!

Grandville Calvin
Christian Schools

Early Childhood encompasses 3-year-old preschool 
through kindergarten. Whether you choose English or 
Spanish Immersion, we want to assure you that all of our 
programs have the same high standards, quality, and 
attention to you and your child. 

Christian: We are Christ centered in every aspect of your 
child’s education. We model for our students how Jesus loves and 
cares for them in our classroom and the world around us. Our teaching 
staff is chosen not only for their love for the Lord, but also for their love 
of young children.

Compassion: We take our partnership with you in the education, 
nurturing and growth of young children, very seriously. We thank you 
for entrusting us with your most precious gift from God; we feel honored 
by this privilege! We embrace each and every child as unique and made in God’s image. We use this 
knowledge to help them grow spiritually, socially, emotionally, and academically. Our staff works as 
a team to celebrate your child’s strengths, listen to their needs and help them in areas that they may 
need more growth.

Care: Your child’s well being while in our care is of the utmost importance to us. Our preschool is 
licensed by the State of Michigan and our lead teachers are first aid trained and CPR certified. All of 
our staff has had background checks for your piece of mind. Our school is accredited by Christian 
Schools International. 

Curriculum: Our Early Childhood curriculums are educationally based to fit the needs of young 
learners. We program plan together so that the classes remain consistent with our goals, objectives 
and strategies. We also implement a variety of ways to introduce new concepts to our students so that 
children can experience success along their learning journey. 

We are always available to talk with you whether it is by way of email, phone call or in person. Please 
let us know if we can assist you in any other way.

Blessings, 

Derek Braman  Janey Hoekwater
Principal   Early Childhood Director
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Early childhood staff,  
tuition & assessment

We extend a hearty welcome to you and your child. Having a daughter or son start school is an 
important event for your family and we are confident that it will be an exciting experience for you.

Kindergarten assessment is available for students currently not 
enrolled in a Polka Dot Garden Preschool program. Please call GCS at 

616.538.9710 to schedule an assessment time.

Mary Bouma Katlyn Cabrera DeeAnn Chaffee Judy DeBruin Cindy Fopma

Katie Martinez

Early Childhood TEACHING STAFF:

Derek Braman, 
GCS Principal

Janey Hoekwater, 
Early Childhood Director

Early Childhood  
ADMINISTRATION STAFF:
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Carmen Gutierrez Ericka LakeHannah KrombeenIsalina Krauss

Jessica Frederick

Jennifer VanderMolen

Franciel Palencia

2021/22 TUITION RATES: 

• 2 day a week preschool .   .   .   .   . $1,020

• 3 day a week preschool .   .   .   .   . $1,300

PROJECTED 2021/22 TUITION RATES: *

• Jr . Kindergarten  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,430

• Progressive Kindergarten  .  .  . $6,260

• All Day Kindergarten  .  .  .  .  .  . $7,830

* Tuition rates are estimated and  
will be finalized Spring 2021.



Preschool Registration Information

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS: 
• To enroll in Young 3’s preschool, children must be 3 by January 1, 2022

• To enroll in three-year-old preschool, children must be 3 by September 1, 2021

• To enroll in four-year-old preschool, children must be 4 by September 1, 2021 or planning to attend 
kindergarten the following year. 

• A non-refundable deposit of $50 per student is required with registration. Cash and checks are accepted.

• Classes will be filled on a first-come first-served basis. Once classes are filled, we will begin waiting lists. 

Registration Schedule for Preschool programs at Grandville Christian:
Open enrollment begins January 29, 2021.

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM CHOICES
• Polka Dot Garden Preschool English

• Mon./Wed. morning Preschool for 4-year-olds  (8:45 to 11:15 am)

• Mon./Wed. afternoon Preschool for 4-year-olds  (12:45 to 3:15 pm)

• Additional Friday Morning or Afternoon Program 

 – Open only to 4-year-olds enrolled in any of our two-day preschool programs 

 – A new theme of study is planned for each Friday

• Tues./Thurs. morning Young 3’s preschool*  (9:00 to 11:00 am)  

• Tues./Thurs. morning Preschool for 3-year-olds  (8:45 to 11:15 am)

• Tues./Thurs. afternoon Preschool for 3-year-olds  (12:45 to 3:15 pm)

* Due to our State of Michigan licensing, children enrolled in the Young 3’s program are not 
eligible to use our childcare program until the child turns 3.

• Spanish Immersion Preschool
 • Mon./Wed./Fri. morning Preschool for 4-year-olds  (8:45 to 11:15 am)

 • Mon./Wed./Fri. afternoon Preschool for 4-year-olds  (12:45 to 3:15 pm)

 • Tues./Thurs. morning Preschool for 3-year-olds  (8:45 to 11:15 am)

 • Tues./Thurs. afternoon Preschool for 3-year-olds (12:45 to 3:15 pm)

• Tuition Rates for 2021-2022 
 • 2-Day Program: $1,020 per year ($113/month for 9 months)

 • 3-Day Program: $1,300 per year ($144/month for 9 months)
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Spanish Immersion

WHAT IS IMMERSION?
Immersion is a term used to describe a method of teaching in which students 
are “immersed” in a second language and learn their academic content in 
that language.

Our program is based on a total immersion model, in which the teacher 
speaks only in Spanish throughout the lessons. Our teachers know that 
for many parents and children this will be the first time learning another 
language. For that reason, we sing, dance, use picture cards, objects and 
anything else necessary to help with comprehension.

In preschool through 2nd grade, students receive 100% of their instruction in Spanish (with the exception of 
art, music, physical education, technology, and library) and learn to read in Spanish first. English instruction 
begins in 3rd grade and the amount of time spent in English increases with each grade.

PROGRAM GOALS
Academic achievement:
Students in our Spanish Immersion program learn the same academic standards and content as 
our English program and perform equally well.

Spanish language proficiency:
Immersion students develop high levels of proficiency, fluency, and confidence in their second 
language as compared to learning a second language in other ways.

Cultural competency:
Students learn about and are able to communicate with people of other cultural groups from 
their own communities and from around the world.

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS OF SPANISH IMMERSION
• Cognitive: Research has shown that speaking more than one 

language has cognitive benefits such as increased problem solving 
and task switching abilities.

• Economic: Being bilingual increases job opportunities and is an 
important advantage in many areas of work.

• Spiritual: Learning another language and culture helps students 
appreciate the diversity of God’s people and allows them to serve 
others in their own language.
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For more information, 
contact our Spanish 
Immersion director:

Katy Rozema
krozema@gccsmi.org

WE PARTNER WITH:



Jr. Kindergarten

WHAT IS JR. KINDERGARTEN?
Jr. Kindergarten (taught in English) is a bridge between Preschool and Kindergarten for children turning 5 years 
before December 1. It gives young learners an opportunity to learn & grow in an enriching and academically 
challenging environment that is tailored to meet their academic and social needs. This helps young five year olds 
develop the confidence that they will need to succeed in Kindergarten and beyond. 

WHAT HAPPENS IN A JR. KINDERGARTEN CLASSROOM?
The program uses hands-on, interactive, age-appropriate learning environment while still maintaining the rigors and 
high standards that Kindergarten requires. It is designed specifically to support young learners.

Each day, the Jr. Kindergarten students learn about their faith through daily prayer, Bible stories, and learning to be 
more like Jesus. Students expand their knowledge of the world around them through a strong academic program that 
includes:

Bible 
We use the CSI Bible curriculum: Walking With God and His People. The Jr. Kindergarten curriculum presents 
students with an overview of the entire Bible. The Old Testament stories are presented by introducing students 
to individual biblical characters in a way that shows how God displayed his love and took care of each of these 
people. The New Testament lessons focus on Jesus’ walk with individuals, and presents the stories and parables 
that illustrate how individual Christians are to care for others.

Language Arts 
We use a literacy rich environment, which teaches children alphabet letters & sounds in a variety of ways and 
embraces them as a community of learners. It is a program that is age-appropriate, developmental & kinesthetic. 
Early literacy is modeled and practiced using different genres of literature, oral language development and 
writing skills. 

Math 
We use a variety of curricular tools to explore number sense, number operations & problem solving. Math 
instruction is focused on hands-on practice by utilizing manipulatives, exploration, modeling and discussion.

Science and Social Studies 
Various science and social studies concepts are covered throughout the year with connections to language arts  
and math.

Handwriting 
The Handwriting Without Tears program is introduced to expose students to the proper upper case and lower 
case letter formation.

Enrichment Opportunities 
Jr. Kindergarten students also participate in the essential arts of Music, PE, Technology, Outdoor Play, & Art.
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Kindergarten

WHAT SHOULD I 
TEACH MY CHILD 
BEFORE COMING TO 
KINDERGARTEN?
•  Teach your child to say 

his or her full name (first, 
middle, last). If possible, 
also teach his/her address, 
telephone number, and 
birth date.

•  Many children will want 
to print their names. It is 
helpful if you teach your 
child to use lower case 
letters for all but the first 
letter of his name - Steve 
not STEVE.

•  Help your child to learn 
to be independent about 
dressing.

•  It is desirable to have your 
child be able to tie shoes, 
but some children may 
not be ready for this. 

•  Teach your child to follow 
directions.

WHAT IS KINDERGARTEN?
• It is the first step in the elementary school program. 

• It lays the foundation for school years ahead.

• It is the first year of a daily school experience for many children.

• It provides rich and varied experiences leading toward well-
rounded children. 

• It fosters good habits and proper attitudes toward school.

• It teaches basic skills which prepare children for successful 
learning in the school years that follow.

WHY SHOULD I SEND MY CHILD TO 
A CHRISTIAN KINDERGARTEN?
•  A Christian kindergarten is an 

expression of the conviction that our 
children belong to God.  Each child is 
a unique gift whose talents and abilities 
must be used to serve him. Only in a 
Christian kindergarten can teachers and 
children alike freely acknowledge Christ 
in all things.

•  Children will learn that everything they 
do reflects their lives as Christians.

•  Children will be led to develop 
Christian attitudes of concern for their 
classmates. 

•  Children will be shown that using their 
talents and abilities brings glory to God.

•  Children will be pointed toward God’s 
glory in the world around them.

•  Children will see the love of God 
through Christ reflected in the lives of 
their teachers and the entire school staff.

•  Children will be guided to see, 
appreciate and acknowledge their 
relationship to God and Jesus, their 
Savior.

HOW CAN I PREPARE MY 
CHILD FOR KINDERGARTEN?
•  Talk to your child with enthusiasm 

about the many good things you 
know about school.

•  Read to your child often. Your 
child should know that listening to 
stories is an enjoyable experience.

•  Talk with your child often.  
Your child should know that 
conversation is a key to learning.

•  Encourage your child’s curiosity 
and interest. Make him/her feel 
worthwhile.

•  Limit screen time to programs that 
you feel will benefit your child.

•  Encourage your child to play 
games using large muscles. 

•  Allow your child to do simple 
chores and accept responsibility.  
Give praise for what is done well.

•  Establish a regular bedtime 
that guarantees a good night 
sleep.  Your child should know 
that getting to bed on time is 
important.
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All-Day Kindergarten (Meets daily 8:30am–3:30pm) 

or Progressive Kindergarten? (See chart below)

Why does Grandville Christian School offer both an all-
day, every day and a progressive kindergarten program?

• Varied educational opportunities meet the needs of our 
learning community. 

• Some children benefit academically and socially in an all-
day program; others benefit academically and socially in a 
progressive program.

What is Progressive Kindergarten?

• Progressive kindergarten is a schedule that provides additional time for the students as 
the year progresses.

• Some children need extra time to adjust and adapt into an all day/every day program.
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What are the curriculum differences in the two options?

•  Both kindergarten programs follow the State of Michigan standards as well 
as the integration of faith into our learning.  

•  The extended time of an all-day, every day program allows students to 
explore the curriculum in more depth. 

Is all-day, every-day kindergarten a better program than 
progressive kindergarten? 

•  No, the value of each program depends on the needs and/or desires of our 
individual families.  

•  Both programs provide an environment that favors a child-centered, 
developmentally appropriate approach.  

•  The difference is time spent in school, but length of the school day is only 
one dimension of the kindergarten experience.

A progressive model provides students with a more gradual transition into 1st grade. 
The current schedule is as follows:

Sept-October

In November

In February

In March

Monday-Friday

Add Tuesday/Thursday afternoons

Add Monday afternoons

Add Wednesday/Friday afternoons

8:30-11:30am

M/W/F 8:30 - 11:30am  •  TU/TH 8:30am - 3:30pm

W/F 8:30 - 11:30am  •  M/TU/TH 8:30am - 3:30pm

Daily 8:30am - 3:30pm



BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Grandville Christian offers before and after school care for all 
children attending Polka Dot Garden Preschool and Grandville 
Christian Elementary School. Childcare is available from 6:30 am 
until 6:00 pm every day of the school year that school is in session. 
Childcare begins on the first day of school. Childcare registration 
forms can be requested from the Childcare Director, Alicia Kragt 
(akragt@gccsmi.org) or by calling 616.538.9710. 

If you are interested in this program, please register early.

BUSING
If you live in the Grandville Public School district and your child is 
registered in Jr. Kindergarten or Kindergarten, you may qualify for 
busing.

• Grandville Christian School students may ride Grandville Public School buses in the morning 
and in the afternoon if they live over 1 mile from Grandville Christian School. Please note that 
Grandville Public will not bus new families that live south of 44th Street. For more information 
on/or questions regarding Grandville Public School busing please call (616) 254-6530.

• Students may only have one bus stop address in the morning and one bus stop address in the 
afternoon. This means that your child will only be picked up and dropped off at the same address 
every day of the week.

If your child is registered in Jr. Kindergarten or Kindergarten and you live in the Wyoming Public 
School district, a Grandville Calvin Christian School bus will be available for morning and afternoon 
transportation. 

If you live in a different school district adjacent to Grandville Public 
School, a Grandville Calvin Christian School bus may be available. 

There is an additional fee for Grandville Calvin Christian School 
transportation.

For more information on/or questions regarding GCCS busing, please 
email Terri Postema (GCCS Busing Director) at tpostema@gccsmi.org.

Before & After School  
Care & Busing
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Foundation of Faith 
At Calvin we believe that the life-giving truths of 
the Bible are foundational to all that we do. This 
means that we recognize that our relationships 
to each other, to the world we study, and most 
importantly to our God is powerfully directed 
by the infallible word of God. As a school within 
the Reformed tradition, this also means that 
we recognize that all creation is under God’s 
sovereign care. Our faith tradition also reminds 
us of the unmerited gift of Christ’s work on the 
cross and that he calls us to a life of gratitude 
expressed in service, fellowship and growth. As 
a school, we believe that this mandate is best 
accomplished in partnership with the home. 

Mission & Vision

families who desire a Christian education, regardless of gender, ethnicity, family structure or  
church affiliation. We provide  an engaging academic environment infused with  

Reformed perspective and Christian worldview.

Grandville Calvin Christian Welcomes All

LO V I N G     •     L E A R N I N G     •     S E R V I N G

OUR MISSION

We teach students to know God and his world through Christ-centered education in order to serve 
him in today’s society. It is exciting to see students uncovering God’s bidding in their lives and learning 

how to serve him. We believe education is not a path to privilege, but a path to servanthood.

OUR VISION

Squires will love God and 
live in caring community 
with others.

Squires will discover, 
innovate, and create to 
proclaim God’s glory.

Squires will cultivate their 
gifts to redeem God’s 
good but broken world.

1) 2) 3)
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Tuition & Financial Aid

The Grandville Calvin Christian Schools have a vision of providing Christian education 
to children of all families who desire to partner with us.  Therefore, we try to keep 
tuition affordable and provide opportunities for financial assistance. 

Tuition Assistance for students in Kindergarten through 12th Grade:
Financial aid is available to those who qualify and is based on various criteria including (but not 
limited to) need, family income, church assistance, family situation, and other available resources. 
Families apply for tuition assistance, shcolarships and/or grants in January and February for the 
following school year. 

For more information contact Jim VanDyken at 616.257.4212 or  
jvandyken@gccsmi.org. 

Large Family Fund:
Families with 4 or more children attending GCCS day school are eligible for up to 
a $3,000 grant if they have a strong belief in the value of Christian education for 
their children, do not have the personal means to afford the full rate of tuition and 
have limited additional resources for assistance.

Church Assistance:
Some churches in west Michigan communities provide assistance to parents 
wishing to provide Christian education for their children. Contact your church to 
see if funds are available.

Tuition Reduction Incentive Program (TRIP):
Many Grandville Calvin Christian School families reduce their tuition 
simply by shopping at businesses they normally patronize. For more 
information, refer to the enclosed sheet titled “TRIP” or visit our website 
(http://www.gosquires.org (under “support us” / T.R.I.P)).
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TRIP 
Tuition Reduction Incentive Program

TRIP is a great program for present and future families of Polka  
Dot Garden and Grandville Christian School (GCS) to accumulate 
tuition credit. 

• Grandparents or other friends of Christian education may 
also participate and apply their money to an individual 
family, a church education fund, or the tuition assistance 
program. 

• Through this program, large quantities of gift certificates 
from nearly 100 grocery and retail stores are ordered and 
purchased by the T.R.I.P. committee at various discounted 
rates. 

• These certificates are then sold to participating families 
at face value with the discount passed on in the form of 
tuition credit. 

• Twenty percent of the discount is retained for operating 
expenses and for Grandville Calvin Christian School. 

• Families have the opportunity to order gift certificates 
most Tuesdays during the school year and pick up their 
orders the following week.

• You may also purchase certificates directly from the GCS 
office from 8:00 am until 3:30 pm on school days.

• TRIP is available in the Grandville Calvin Christian Business office, 3750 Ivanrest, SW, 
Grandville, on Monday through Thursday from 7:30am to 4:00pm and on Friday from  
7:30 am until 2:30 pm.

• The certificates are simply used like cash at the participating vendors. 

• Visit the GCS website (www.gosquires.org), under “support us”/T.R.I.P,  for more  
  information or email TRIP@gccsmi.org with any questions.

• Registration forms are available in the GCS and GCCS Business Offices. 
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