
Dear Parents, 

As I write this note, I am praying for our GCCS community. God assures us in Isaiah
41:10, "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God." In
this difficult time, we hold on to the many words in Scripture that give us hope and
assurance.

Here are the latest updates as we stay fully committed to our mission of loving,
learning, serving despite the fact that our buildings are closed. I want to
communicate what we are doing behind the scenes to address current needs and
anticipate future needs as they relate to COVID-19.

Some of you have reached out to us after reading an article stating that online
learning may not count towards instructional hours. While we need more
information and we are still in the process of considering what our total
instructional days will look like this year, I want to assure you that private
schools have the freedom to meet educational requirements through online
learning. We are grateful we can exercise this freedom during this time. Online
learning will continue through April 2 and Spring Break will be from April 3 - April 12.
If we receive additional information we will communicate that as soon as possible. 

We remain committed to making sure our students are equipped and ready to move
onto their next level of education and that Christ remains at the center of what we
teach and learn. 

In addition we commit to:
monitor and communicate updates on the status of our school closing and
virtual learning program.
listen to you. Last week Friday, we sent out surveys to our families. We will be
sending surveys every Friday, while our buildings are closed. 
connect and collaborate with other schools and organizations. Yesterday, we
participated in a meeting with over 60 other heads of schools from Christian
schools around the country to discuss how we can best educate our children
during COVID-19. 
look ahead. We are working ahead on plans of action for several possible
scenarios.
support our students and families. We will continue to contact you to see if
there are additional ways we can support you. 
support our teachers and staff, who are doing heroic work, in the midst of this
stressful situation. 
pray and stay in God’s Word. 

We want to thank you for completing the online learning surveys, last Friday. Your
feedback is important to us and we have reviewed the results with our staff and we
are working to adjust what we do to better meet your needs. Here are some of the
things we learned from you: 

The amount of communication from the schools was overwhelming at first.
It is taking time to adjust to online learning and families are facing many
challenges in their homes in addition to trying to implement online learning. 
Students would like more synchronous learning opportunities and
opportunities to connect socially with peers. 

http://www.gosquires.org/


For some students, the workload was too much and for others it was not
enough. 
There is a desire for greater clarity of instructions, due dates, meeting times,
and a need for better ways to keep organized in this environment.
There are concerns about how students will stay engaged and how this will
impact learners who struggle to learn in this way.
Our families are loving, gracious, flexible and supportive. 

We look forward to hearing how things are going at the end of this week and we
commit to keep working together to make this the best possible experience for our
students, families and staff. We are learning and growing together. 

As I close this note, I want to encourage your family during this time. I know each
family has a unique set of worries and responsibilities. Below are a few things that
we are learning about as educators that might be helpful to your family:  

Consider how God might be drawing your family closer together during this
time and what God might be teaching us through this experience. We are
praying you are experiencing some joys in the midst of struggle. 
Consider doing family devotions together more often and have your children
lead them.  
Consider having family meetings or family circles. We will provide you with
some resources, soon, on our website. These meetings can allow you to
check in with each other and to listen to what each member might be
experiencing. Share what is working and what is hard as your family learns to
adapt to this reality. 
Consider starting a project together. This could be creating a product together
or tackling a home project together. 
Consider taking up a new hobby or learning something new together or
individually and then sharing your progress with one another. 
Consider how your family might be able to serve others in creative ways
during this time. 
Monitor the mental health of your family and do not be afraid to reach out to
us if you need us. We are here to help you get the resources you need. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you need anything. We are here to help.
Thank you for being patient with us as we learn and grow. We covet your prayers
during this time and please know we are praying for your families. 

God’s blessings, 

Thelma Ensink 
Interim Head of School 
Grandville Calvin Christian Schools 

GCCS Coronavirus website page

   

https://www.gosquires.org/coronavirus/
https://www.facebook.com/GrandvilleCalvinChristianSchools/
https://www.instagram.com/gccs_official/

