
Dear GCCS community, 

In times like these, the words of Scripture seem to spill off pages and pour down like rain, filling
our hearts and minds. In Isaiah 41:10, God assures us “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.“ In the midst of the COVID 19 crisis, we give thanks as we hear our children
pray and recite the words of the Scripture that is tucked away in their hearts. Never before have I
been so grateful for Christian education as a parent and an educator. While it is hard to watch our
children struggle, it is clear that their Christian education has prepared them to put their faith into
practice and to keep loving, learning and serving. They believe that God can “do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.” Ephesians
3:20. Praise be to God! 

Over the past few weeks, we continue to absorb difficult news and keep adjusting our lives, work
and school to our new reality. Today, we heard Governor Whitmer state that Michigan schools
will remain closed for the rest of the school year. While we knew this was possible, the reality of
this hit hard. We treasure Christian education because we love learning in community about God,
his creation and our place in it. These past few weeks have been exceptionally hard for our
teachers and students as they just want to be together. We miss each other deeply. 

However, we have been called to trust God’s plan and to keep following him and so, we will do
that at GCCS, God helping us. We will do it together with courage and passion, strengthened by
God and our community of believers. We keep learning and growing and creating the way
together. We did not receive a specific manual for this situation, but we have knowledge, skills
and creativity that will serve us well and a God that will not forsake us. Below, you will find some
ways that we commit to partner with you for the remainder of this school year. 

Let’s take this moment as a GCCS community to pray for families around the world who have lost
loved ones, for those who are in the midst of fighting this illness, for those who have lost their
income, for those who are battling depression and anxiety, and so much more. We give thanks
and pray for our health care professionals and all of our frontline workers who are entering this
battle each day with such courage and skill. Let’s also pray for our community, for our students,
teachers and families who are working so hard to adapt to difficult changes and who are
experiencing suffering and hardship. We know God hears these prayers and will be faithful.
Please join me tonight, if you are able, for a short message to our community via a Zoom
Webinar at 6:30 pm. I will briefly address our community and provide a time for us to pray
together. I will also share what I hope will be a good gift with all of you. 

Please also know that we are here for your family. If there is anything that we can do for your
family, please do not hesitate to reach out. May God bless you and keep you, and may this
Spring Break be a time of rest for your family. Do not hesitate to reach out to me, our principals or
any of our staff if you have questions or concerns. 

God’s blessings, 

Thelma Ensink 
Interim Head of School 
Grandville Calvin Christian Schools 

What will online learning look like for the remainder of the school year? 
While learning online is not the same as face to face instruction, we are so grateful to God for the
gift of technology and our ability to keep learning, growing and connecting as a community, albeit
electronically. We know that not all students have had access to these gifts and we are certainly
not taking this gift for granted. In light of Governor Whitmer’s announcement, I want you to hear
from me that we remain fully committed to our mission. We will continue to educate our children
online for the remainder of the school year. We have an incredible team of faculty and staff and I
am so grateful for their excellent service. As we look towards finishing our school year, as
scheduled, online, we want to highlight a few key items.

http://www.gosquires.org/
https://zoom.us/j/450664310?pwd=UENtK1dMNlJ5VHM4ZXZhd2s5Z2dFZz09


Our teachers will shift their focus from continuing the learning process to making sure that
our students master essential grade level learning outcomes so that they are prepared for
the next grade level. 
We will be assessing our students in a variety of ways to ensure that they have mastered
those key outcomes. 
We will give parents and students information about how students are progressing towards
their end of year learning goals. 
We will partner with parents to shore up skills in areas where students still need to grow. 
We remain committed to making sure that what we teach and learn draws us into a deeper
and more meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ. 
We remain committed to doing all we can to care for our students’ emotional health during
this time. 
We are committed to doing all we can to keep connecting our students socially and
building a strong Christian community. 

You will receive additional information from your building principals and classroom teachers about
what this will look like at each grade level or in different courses. We are still in the process of
making final decisions on what grades, transcripts and other documentation will look like and we
are working closely with other Christian schools, colleges and universities to make sure that we
are implementing best practices and setting our students up for success. We are committed to
make sure that our students are equipped and ready to further their education in the fall, when we
hope and pray we will once again be able to learn in our buildings. 

Do we still have Spring Break? 
We will hold Spring Break at GCCS from April 3 - 12. However, please note this important
change. Staff will report for a virtual professional development (PD) day on April 13.
Classes will resume PreK-12th grade on April 14. Spring Break is an important time for our
students, families and teachers to rest. We know that many of you were looking forward to
traveling and had to cancel your plans due to the stay at home order. That was yet another loss.
We pray that while this break may not be what you planned that you will find creative ways to
create fun in your home. Our family is planning a backyard camping trip and a nature scavenger
hunt. Please check out our COVID19 webpage at www.gosquires.org/coronavirus for additional
ideas. The PD day on April 13 is really important for our faculty as they are continuing to learn,
grow and modify their craft.

What will happen to scheduled school events? 
We will continue to communicate, via our COVID19 webpage, the latest cancellations and
postponements of school events. We are committed to do all we can to provide our seniors with a
graduation ceremony. It may need to be in summer and it may have to be in a different format,
but we will keep working to find a way to honor them for their accomplishments. 

Will fees for events or activities that have been cancelled be reimbursed? 
We are in the process of making decisions on how we will reimburse families and students for
fees paid for events or activities that have been cancelled. We will be communicating directly with
those groups about how those fees will be reimbursed. We appreciate your patience as we work
to address so many concerns during this crisis. 

What will happen to spring athletics?
While the Governor closed Michigan schools for the remainder of the school year, both the OK
Conference and the MHSAA still hold out hope that we will try to have a shortened spring season.
We will communicate their final decision as soon as we receive it. If the MHSAA cancels their
spring tournaments, we will also cancel our spring season. We would collect all gear and uniforms
that have been handed out when it is feasible with health guidelines. We will also reimburse the
spring Pay to Participate fees. 

What will the end of school year procedures such as returning textbooks, Chromebooks
and cleaning out lockers look like?
We will communicate these procedures at the end of the school year via our building principals.
At this time, our buildings remained closed per the stay at home order. 
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